
Testimony Concerning Raised Bill 5446 
Mary deManbey 

Our Companions Animal Sanctuary 

I would like to thank the Environment Committee for the opportunity to express my support of 
Raised Bill, 5446, AN ACT CONCERNING THE PAYMENT PROCEDURE FOR THE STERILIZATION AND 
VACCINATION OF CERTAIN DOGS AND CATS AND PROVIDING FOR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER 
TRAINING. 
 
I am a registered voter in Manchester, and I am a volunteer for Our Companions Animal Sanctuary.  I have 
seen firsthand the suffering of feral cats in my neighborhood, and I am firmly convinced that this bill will 
help deflate the growing numbers of feral cats living under horrendous conditions. 

 
A few summers ago, I had eight cats dropped off in my backyard, one of them whom was pregnant.  I found 
them delving into my garbage cans, looking half-starved.  Although I called my town’s animal control 
officer, I was informed that there was nothing they could do, and that I was now the owner of these cats.  
Fortunately, after much effort (both financially and physically)  I was able to find homes for all of them with 
the exception of one.  I named him Timmy and was able to feed him through one of the coldest winters we 
have ever had.  He disappeared shortly thereafter.  I can only assume that he never survived. 

 
I was fortunate in that I was connected to the animal rescue movement, and I had enough funds to assure 
that they were all spayed and neutered.  But how many of us do?  And how many are willing to look the 
other way and just assume that these strays will survive?  Most don’t survive beyond 2-3 years, either 
because of exposure to harsh weather, attacks from wild animals or because they have virtually starved to 
death. 
 
With the adoption of this law, requiring higher standards for animal control officers and training in 
sterilization methods, the average person facing this heartbreaking problem will have more needed support 
– particularly when it comes to sterilization, which in the long run will reduce the feral cat population.  It’s 
sorely needed.  Those of us who care so deeply for these beautiful creatures just can’t keep up with this 
growing population. 
 
As our legislators, your obligation is to care for your people.  If you care about the people in your district, 
you will also care about the animals who are part of your people’s families – and even those who simply 
live among us with no where to go.  Just as we would expect humans to be treated with respect, animals 
deserve the same kind of treatment.   Animal control officers are on the front line of animal rescue welfare.  
Attention must be paid.  When done right, what a better, more humane world we leave. 
 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and I do hope you will strongly support this important 
piece of legislation.   Thank you. 
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