
March 15, 2012 

Bill No. 5446 (Support) 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 My name is Lauri Buccieri, I was the President of Friends of New Britain Animal Control 

(FONBAC). Sadly we recently decided to dissolve the organization, after no longer being 

welcomed at the pound. This took place after going public with severe concerns of the health 

and safety of the dogs. Over the past 2 years my small group of 5 volunteers have fought the 

city for the well-being of these poor souls that walk through those doors we call “Hell”. 

Although I would love to address the neglect issues that go on in this facility, the very beginning 

of these problems starts outside of these walls. It begins with the countless people that are 

breeding for profit or simply not spaying/neutering due to financial reasons.   This, in the long 

run leads these animals to shelters and pounds throughout the state.  

 It is a known fact that the New Britain Pound is specifically targeted by people from urban 

cities such as Hartford, Bridgeport and New Haven.  For a mere $50, this can buy them a new 

“breeding machine” (normally a Pit Bull) where they will be able to live comfortably from the 

money on puppy sales…this has been happening for way too long.   

Our group has also brought many “backyard breeders” to the attention of the New Britain 

Animal Control officer for us only to learn that our ACO needed to be educated on the state 

statutes. Unfortunately, few of the leads were ever pursued by the ACO which led to 

continuous breeding. As you are aware, the Statutes are a very important part of being in law 

enforcement and it is very disheartening to have to inform officers on part of their job. 

 Another issue that comes to mind is the lack of proper protocol that takes place with a Parvo 

outbreak. These dogs come in with this disease and without a proper quarantine area it spreads 

like wildfire, killing many in its path such as the unvaccinated that have been sitting in their 

kennels. During the time of being volunteers at the New Britain Pound, FONBAC needed to 

contact the DOA on more than a one occasion to inform them that we had a Parvo outbreak. 

We needed to do this because it had not been originally reported by the ACO because he “did 

not want to shut down”.  During one outbreak, we helped bleach the facility from head to toe 

and couldn’t understand why the virus kept coming back. During a brainstorm, between the 

volunteers and the ACO, we found out that the truck that was being used for transporting dogs 

was never bleached. We were told that it was “never even thought about”. These are all 

common sense things that apparently need to be reinforced with the people in this position. 

I have seen many sad face. Many scared, shaking bodies. Many injured souls, body and mind. 

Many hairless, skeleton like frames, and many eyes that are begging to be saved….and *ALL*  



can be prevented. By passing this law, I would like to think that organizations like mine would 

no longer be needed one day to clean up the daily “messes” made by the irresponsible and the 

blind. It is so imperative to “help” control the animal population, not “contribute” to the 

ignorance that we so boldly see every day. 

We are their voice. 

Respectfully, 

Lauri Buccieri 

2 Coolidge St. 

New Britain, CT 0652 

860-622-9775 


