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I am delighted to hear that the Environment Committee is considering Raised Bill 5446, 
An Act Concerning the Payment Procedure for the Sterilization and Vaccination of 
Certain Dogs and Cats and Providing for Animal Control Officer Training. 
 
I am a registered voter in Clinton, and perform a variety of volunteer tasks in 
Connecticut for Our Companions Domestic Animal Sanctuary and Yankee Golden 
Retriever Rescue.  As an epidemiologist, I have donated time to assisting veterinarians 
with research concerned with the health and welfare of companion animals. 
 
Proper care and placement of dogs and cats is of the utmost importance to both the 
animals themselves and the population as a whole.  Nationwide over half of households 
own either a dog or a cat.  About 39% of households own at least one dog and 33% at 
least one cat.  Among owned dogs and cats, 21% were adopted from animal shelters.  
Thus, dog and cats are an important part of the lives of many citizens, and animal 
shelters are a significant source of these companion animals.  
 
Frankly, I was shocked to learn that in Connecticut, no training is required for the 
complex job of Animal Control Officer, but now I understand why the quality of animal 
shelters in the state shows such tremendous variation.  I have no specific data on the 
percentage of animals that are mistreated or inadequately cared for in Connecticut 
shelters, but I am sure you have heard many horror stories about the inhumane 
treatment of animals in some shelters.  This situation could be greatly improved by 
proper selection and training of all Animal Control Officers.  The inhumane treatment is 
obviously not fair to the animals themselves, but also can greatly affect the lives of the 
people who adopt them, the Animal Control Officers themselves, and society as a 
whole.  Pre-adoption sterilization and vaccination are also important components of a 
good animal control and protection program.  
 
In my view, passage of Raised Bill 5446 is a no-brainer in a civilized society, and I 
strongly encourage you to vote for its passage. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. 
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