
         February 18, 2012 

 

         39 Pardee Place 
         New Haven, CT  06515 

 

Dear Legislators of Connecticut, 

 I write this letter expressing my support for H.B. No. 5122 (Raised) AN ACT 

REGULATING THE GROWTH AND SALE OF GOLDEN BAMBOO.  I have experienced firsthand the 

destructive nature of this invasive plant and the financial loss that will incur to property owners 

who attempt to remove it or who wish to sell their home with bamboo on its premises. 

In late spring of 2011, I signed a real estate sales agreement for what I believed was my 

“dream home” on Edgewood Avenue in the Westville section of New Haven. During my first 

appointment to see this house, the sellers’ agent said very little about the bamboo growing at 

the property line in the back yard, - only to confirm that it was indeed bamboo when I 

tentatively guessed its name. Up until then, I had no idea that bamboo was able to survive in 

our New England climate. My friend who accompanied me as I looked at the exterior of the 

property that day, told me that if I had any serious intentions about buying this house, I should 

plan on having the bamboo removed, as it appeared to be growing wild, hanging over the 

detached garage.  He also told me that I would need to acquire the services of a landscaper 

who had access to a small backhoe or other excavating equipment because of the extensive 

root system of bamboo. A few weeks later during a scheduled home inspection of the property 

by a well known and reputable agency, the inspector said very little about the bamboo, - only 

that it was a “nuisance”. It was not noted in the report that I received.  

I moved forward with my plans to purchase the home and had a closing scheduled on 

July 27th. Four days before the closing, I found out that the sellers’ were about to be sued by a 

neighbor living directly behind who had been trying to get them to remove the bamboo from 

their yard for the past two years. I was not aware that the bamboo from the yard that I was 

purchasing had spread under the fence and onto the next property, causing thousands of 

dollars of damage. The neighbor also had issues with skin irritations due to her constant contact 

with chemical preparations that she was using in an attempt to kill the plant at its roots. This 

“bamboo issue” that was taking place was not disclosed to me in writing or verbally at any time 

during the real estate transaction. ; -if not a legal obligation (?), then most definitely a moral 

one. 



The closing never happened. The sellers did not remove the bamboo in the manner that 

was agreed upon via our attorneys. The sellers failed to produce a specific service agreement 

outlining exactly what was done on the property as promised. I do know that the work was 

completed at a fraction of the cost that was quoted by licensed contractors who produced 

plans for removal as suggested by experts in this field. The sellers were also unable to reach a 

settlement with the neighbor. As the weeks past, I lost my loan commitment and had to “back 

peddle” cancelling homeowners insurance, a moving company and the plans that had been 

made for several renovation projects that were scheduled to take place on the home after the 

closing. Thankfully, potential renters of my current property had not yet signed a rental lease, 

as I would have incurred additional liability. Finally, after four stressful months and two 

attorneys, I was able to recover $4000.00 of my initial deposit of $6000.00. To date, the sellers 

refuse to return $2000.00 of my deposit. As I sit in my home, surrounded by 150 boxes still 

packed, I’m constantly reminded of this nightmare, but grateful that I made the decision not to 

go forward with the purchase after hearing the growing number of horror stories about this 

destructive, invasive plant. 

 Two weeks ago, this property on Edgewood Avenue in New Haven, was placed back on 

the market and is being offered by H. Pearce Realty, the same agency who listed the property 

last year. The question remains as to whether or not the bamboo issue will be disclosed to 

potential buyers.  I made several attempts from early August to late November to the CEO of 

H.Pearce requesting her assistance in resolving this situation, but never received the 

professional courtesy of a response.  

Legislation needs to be enacted to control this potentially destructive plant. It is well 

beyond the “nuisance” stage and is beginning to have serious effects on real estate value and 

the quality of life for many residents in a growing number of communities. It is with great 

concern for others who currently struggle with the effects of bamboo on their property on a 

daily basis and for those like me, who may venture into real estate transactions unfamiliar with 

this vegetation, that I respectfully petition lawmakers in Connecticut to accept H.B. No. 5122 to 

regulate the growth and sale of golden bamboo in the State of Connecticut.  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Mary E. Haussler 
       Mary E. Haussler 

        


