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It would be a nightmare to allow Connecticut’s 169 towns to regulate pesticides. Towns simply do not
have the scientific expertise to handle it. The bill would essentially inject emotion, not science, into banning
pesticides at the local level. Only the state DEEP has the expert staff to adequately and safely perform this
function. The bill might expose towns to unprecedented liability in usurping the powers of the federal and state
governments, which have clear authority to regulate and license pesticides and their application.

We ask the backers of this bill: If it would be OK for towns to ban pesticides, why not then give towns the
power also to allow pesticides. Supporters of municipally pre-empting state pesticide regulation conveniently
support statewide banning of pesticides on school grounds. The two positions are inconsistent.

H.B. 5121 should NOT be approved.

We support instead House Bill 5155 that would allow school officials to use the scientifically-based
integrated pest management (IPM) for their grounds, an approach long-supported by the University of
Connecticut, DEEP, the federal EPA, the CT Agricultural Experiment Station, and many others.



