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The following testimony is submitted on behalf of the Connecticut Farm Bureau, a statewide nonprofit 
membership organization of over 5,000 families dedicated to farming and the future of Connecticut 
agriculture.   
 
 
Senator Edward Meyer, Representative Richard Roy and members of the Environment Committee. 
 

Connecticut Farm Bureau opposes Raised Bill 5117:  An Act Concerning Genetically-Engineered 
Foods. 
 
Through the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, The FDA is responsible for ensuring the safety of the 
nation's food supply, ensuring that labeling is truthful and not misleading, and for regulating food additives.  

Food s and food ingredients using bioengineering must adhere to the same safety and labeling standards 
under the FD&C Act as their conventionally bred counterparts. The FDA has studied this issue in depth and 
has determined that labeling for genetically-engineered foods is not scientifically or legally warranted.  

 
It  is our belief that the state of Connecticut lacks the authority, expertise, infrastructure and enforcement 

resources necessary for mandatory food labeling. State-specific mandatory food labeling requirements for 
genetically-engineered foods would add significant costs for labeling, inventory management and 
distribution to CT farmers and food providers.  These higher costs would result in higher food costs for all 

Connecticut residents.  In addition CT farmers and food suppliers that sell products in other states might find 
it hard to sell their products outside of Connecticut without costly additional state-specific labels. 

 
Connecticut consumers interested in avoiding genetically-engineered foods can make that decision now by 
purchasing products that are "organic" or "certified GMO free".  We support the right of farmers and food 

producers to voluntarily label their products for that market.  We do not however feel that mandatory 
labeling is warranted at the state level.  

 
CT agriculture contributes over $3.5 billion in economic activity and is responsible for over 20,000 jobs.  We 
need to concentrate our efforts on ways to encourage growth of our agricultural sector and recognize the 

importance agriculture plays in our lives. We believe Raised Bill 5177 is bad for CT and would be a step in 
the wrong direction.   
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