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The American Chemistry Council’, on behalf of the Polycarbonate/BPA Global Group, submits
this memo in opposition to the HB 5116. The Polycarbonate/BPA Global Group represents the
leading global manufacturers of bisphenol A (BPA) and polycarbonate plastic., For many years
the group has sponsored scientific research to understand whether BPA has the potential to cause
health or environmental effects and to support scientifically sound policy.

Beginning January 1, 2013, HB 5116 would require that any food packaging that contains
BPA shall display a label stating “THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS BISPHENOL-A.” As briefly
outlined in this memo and attachments, we oppose HB 5116 and encourage the Committee to
vote No on this bill.

BPA is Used to Make Shatter-Resistant Polycarbonate Plastic and Durable Epoxy Resins

Bisphenol A is used primarily as a raw material to make polycarbonate plastic.
Polycarbonate is a clear, highly shatter-resistant plastic that is used in a wide range of consumer
products such as sports safety equipment (e.g., bicycle or hockey helmets), components of life-
saving medical devices (e.g., blood oxygenators, incubators), eyeglass lenses, CDs and DVDs,
electronic equipment housings, automobile components (e.g., headlamp lenses) and certain
reusable food or beverage containers.

Epoxy resins are durable, chemically-resistant materials that are commonly used as
protective coatings or adhesives in both industrial and consumer products. Common examples
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include corrosion-resistant coatings for structural steel, automobile primer coatings, industrial
flooring, and the resin matrix in fiber reinforced composite applications. Epoxy resins are
widely used as the protective coating in food and beverage cans where they provide a significant
public health benefit by preventing corrosion,

Each of these materials has been used commercially for more than 50 years and, during this
time, BPA has become one of the best tested substances in commerce, It is important to note that
both polycarbonate plastic and epoxy resins are formed by chemical reactions between BPA and
other substances. As a result of the chemical reactions, these materials in finished form contain
only trace levels of residual BPA, typically at levels less than 50 parts per million (< 0.005% by

weight).

No Scientific Basis To Support HB 5116

In general, food packaging is regulated nationally by the US Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). To address recent controversy regarding BPA, FDA is currently undertaking a scientific
review of the safety of BPA in food contact products. In its most recent update in January 2010,
as summarized in Attachments 1 and 2, FDA reaffirmed that “BPA is not proven to harm
children or adults.” As noted by Dr. Joshua Sharfstein of FDA, “If we thought it was unsafe, we
would be taking strong regulatory action.

In addition to reviewing existing scientific information on BPA, FDA is also conducting
research in its own laboratory to answer key scientific questions and clarify uncertainties. To
date, FDA has published eight studies from their ongoing research in the peer-reviewed scientific
literature,>>*>6"%9 Collectively, these new studies provide additional strong support for FDA’s
current view that BPA is safe for use in food packaging,

" It is also important to note that many other regulatory agencies worldwide have also
reviewed the science on BPA and have determined that BPA is safe for use in food packaging,
These reviews are also summarized in Attachments 1 and 2. Most recently, in December 2011,
the European Food Safety Authority updated their comprehensive scientific assessment of BPA
that had been conducted by a panel of independent scientific experts from throughout Europe,
The update reaffirmed the panel’s previous conclusion that they “could not identify any new
evidence which would lead them to revise the current Tolerable Daily Intake [TDI],” which is a
safe intake level. In its previous updates, EFSA stated that the TDI “provides a sufficient margin
of safety for the protection of the consumer, including fetuses and newborns,”

Based on the extensive scientific database available for BPA and the many scientific reviews
by regulatory bodies worldwide that reaffirm the safety of BPA, there is no current need for
legislation on BPA. We encourage you to vote No on HB 5116,




Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions or need further
information. I can be reached at (202) 249-6624 and by e-mail at
steve_hentges@americanchemistry.com.

Regards,

<G TN

Steven G. Hentges, Ph.D.
Polycarbonate/BPA Global Group
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