Testimony to the Appropriations Committee
Re: Funding for Charter Schools

My name is Gina Fafard and | am the Executive Director of the Interdistrict School for
Arts and Communication, or ISAAC, located in downtown New London. We currently
have 193 students, grades 6-8, chosen by random lottery, who come primarily from New
London and also 11 surrounding towns in New London County. Our current stats include
71% free and reduced lunch, approximately 20% Special Ed, and 11% ELL.

With the demographic challenges we have, our student achievement has gone up
consistently each year and our students last year exceeded the State Science CMT
standards for Goal at 69%.

That being said, we struggle with making difficult choices with staffing, materials, and
programming due to our limited budget. The state funding we receive has to cover
expenses public schools do not have to pay from their per pupil allotment such as
building maintenance, parking, utilities, insurance, and property tax. For example, this
year $12,000 had to be paid for our annual audit required for Charter Schools. This
significantly impacts available funds for our students. The Governor's proposed budget
would allow us to increase capacity so that we could accommodate students on our
waiting list, hire additional teachers in Math and Reading, purchase curriculum
materials and acquire assistive technologies to help our large Special Needs population.

| ask that you approve the Governor's proposal for equitable educational funding. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak to you today.



