Statement of Paul Ferrino  February 17, 2012

This testimony has been amended at the last minute.

| originally wrote about my experiences and qualifications as a CT SDE certified math
and history teacher.

| was going to tell you about my experiences with the teacher evaluation process in West
Haven and New Haven school districts in both high school and middle school and in both
district’s alternate schools.

But then | read the account of what is going on in higher education debates with you, our
state legislators.

| read about the discussion of the remedial class problem in our colleges.

| realized that if policy makers and legislators cannot come out and admit once and for all
that our public high schools are near-bankrupt, then what does it matter what I say about
teacher evaluations as proposed within Section 30 of the proposed education bill?

So, I will simply say this: We are failing a significant number of our youth. The truth is
that we are graduating kids who cannot do college work without significant re-teaching.

This is massive failure on the part of us all. The proposal of this bill is putting the cart
before the horse in that we will not admit our problem which is the first step in solving it.

In addition, the educational leaders of our state, including the governor, have structured
the debate around educational reform with a focus on teacher effectiveness, teacher’s
unions, and teacher tenure.

This public relations effort is disingenuous because these leaders know that tenure is
available only to college professors, that teacher’s unions really only exist to protect
teachers against the arbitrary actions by administrators who want to protect their high
paying jobs, and the teacher effectiveness is only one correlating factor to student
achievement and not a causal factor.

| hope that this chamber will accept this testimony as truthful and heartfelt.

Thank you.

Paul Ferrino



