
I am a retired school superintendent and author of two books, School Corruption:  Betrayal of 
Children and the Public Trust, and my newest to be released next month is School Pushouts:  
A Plague of Hopelessness Perpetrate by Zombie Schools.  This newest books addresses all 
of the issues in the reform agenda--it will be a reform to nowhere. 
  
All of these efforts have been tried by other districts and states, and with a rare exception such as 
Masschusetts (that has been under a tax cap for 35 years), they have not succeeded.  There are 
a number of reasons.  It took me 5 years to research my book that continues over 500 pages, or 
about 100 pages per year because of all the research you need to go through to sift out the 
relevant vs the irrevelant data and to look for trends. 
  
Let's start with the Governor's opening salvo, THIS IS THE MOMENT TO DO WHAT WE HAVE 
FAILED TO DO BEFORE IN THE PAST 22 YEARS.  What everyone is being told told is that for 
the past 22 years they have listened time and time again that if the local budget was not 
approved quality will suffer.  The Governor, in essense, has stated that there was no real quality 
and he is absolutely right as all of the research evidence discloses for the nation and 
Connecticut.  I devote an entire chapter to Connecticut in my book and I entitle it, The 
Connecticut Enigma, that details the deplorable state of education in Connecticut despite all 
reform efforts. 
  
Contrast his opening salvo with that of Governor Cuomo in his state of the state address last 
month. 
  
  IN HIS STATE ADDRESS, HE ACCUSED  
  TEACHERS’ UNIONS 

  SCHOOL BOARDS AND    

  SCHOOL AID LOBBYISTS  
OF BEING MORE INTERESTED IN ADULTS THAN CHILDREN. 
  “THE ONLY GROUP WITHOUT LOBBYISTS ARE THE STUDENTS.  I’M GOING TO BE 

THE STUDENT LOBBYIST. WE’RE GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE A FUNDAMENTAL 
LOOK AT WHAT WE’VE BEEN DOING! 

  THE PURPOSE OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IS TO HELP CHILDREN GROW… 

       NOT TO GROW THE PUBLIC EDUCATION BUREAUCRACY. 
  WE NEED MAJOR REFORM…WE NEED TO FOCUS ON STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT… 

WE’VE WASTED ENOUGH TIME.” 

THROWING MONEY AT A PROBLEM DOESN’T WORK 

WE ARE FIRST IN SPENDING ON SCHOOLS,  
BUT 34TH IN PERFORMANCE.  
He is dancing to the right tune, it is not money that is the problem or more programs, but what 
you are doing that makes the most educational sense. 
  
Consider too the Connecticut Voices for Children concerning early childhood education. 
  
  U.S. DEPT OF ED GAVE THE STATE'S EFFORTS A C- 
  SYSTEM IS UNDERFUNDED, ILL-COORDINATED AND INSUFFICIENTLY 

MONITORED TO KNOW WHAT IT GETS FOR $224.6 MILLION ANNUALLY. 
  “THERE IS NO METHOD TO THE  

 MADNESS OF CT'S PUBLICLY-FUNDED EARLY CARE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES  



  IT’S A PATCHWORK OF MULTIPLE FUNDING STREAMS, CONTROLLED BY 
MULTIPLE AGENCIES, WITH VARIED REPORTING, ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS & 
INCONSISTENT AND INSUFFICIENT DATA COLLECTION“ 

 
This is what we are expected to support for more dollars--madness? 
  
Do the issues addressed by the Governor need attention?  Absolutely, but not the way it is being 
approached.  If it took me five years or 100 pages per year to research the problems involved, 
how can a 160 page legislative document be developed in about 30 days?  Impossible. Was this 
written by the same "experts" who failed three times for Race to Top and not even come 
close? Has the state ever successfully turned around a failing school?  
  
Every reform effort in the past 60 years has not lived up to its promises--not one including 
headstart.  One reason for the failure is that no reform is ever field tested first to determine if it will 
work and then see if it will work at scale.  This is like Obamacare, rush it through the system and 
find out after what the bill contains and where all of the pitfalls will be. 
  
If I was younger, I would go into law and specialize in defending the teachers that will not pass 
muster and tear apart the evaluator as well as the evaluation system that is destined to be put on 
the heap of failed education reforms.  I can pick it apart piece by piece.  What I would advise local 
districts to do is to set aside mucho dollars for legal expenses that will be involved in fights over 
any teacher termination based on the evaluation system being proposed. 
  
Also, the dropout issue has not even been specifically addressed and it is the most serious socio-
economic issue facing this nation and state with 50% of male minorities failing to graduate, and 
then 80% comprise the prison population.  Even those who attend two year community colleges, 
only 12% graduate after three years with remedial help. 
  
Reforms are not the answer, a TRANSFORMATION (transfusion) of the system is needed tp get 
rid the the waste and mismanagement that plagues the schools (my first book). 
  
The only ones that will truly benefit from the proposed reforms are the adults and Governor 
Cuomo said it best. 
  
I will prove my point very easily.  I will make my manuscript of the book available to any of the 
legislators and policymakers at no charge because it contains the efforts of five years of research  
they need but probably don't want--don't confuse the issues with the facts-- to think logically and 
intelligently about the issues at hand.  I will not hold my breadth waiting for any responses.  It 
happened when I offered the manuscript at no charge to all members of the State Department of 
Education when they were preparing to take over the Bridgeport system--only two responded. 
  
Too bad for the children who will stay the victims. 
  
Dr. Armand A. Fusco 
Guilford, CT 
 


