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TOWN OF EASTFORD

Febrnary 20,2012

Senator Tony Guglielmo
100 Stafford Street
Stafford Springs, CT 06076

Dear Tony,

Through )our effons I have become aware ofcovemors BillNo. 24 (LCO NO. 55 | ) an acL concemjng
educational comletiveness and hearings scheduled pursuantto this proposed legbiation. I am;specialty
concemed with language proposed in Section I l, subsection a thru d. Without h-aving adequare ume roproperly analyze the entire proposal it appears th€re is a penalry for smafl school dis;ic$ ;a! exceed state
iy:liq: 

p": plpil",9:,. f:r education expendiNres. This I find €specialty onerous and counter productive toeoucanon lor the tollowins reasons.

l. Town education expenses have been driven upward by prevjous legislative actions sucn as rne
Teacher Enbancement Act in the 1980's and the Minimum BudgeiRequirement Legislation. In
addition the arbitration laws so favor th€ Teachers Unions that;alltowns such as iastford
cannot even afford the process. Eastford cannot practically challeng€ teacher,s salaries which of
cours€ are the major oducation cost driver. Eastford cannot afford to arbitrate and winl For th€
state to drive through mandated education cost far exc€eding what free market cosls would require
and th€n penalize our high perpupil cost is frankly,INSANEI

2. From a quality education standpoint why on earth would the state penalize a community,s
willingness to support local education?

Tony, I would appr€ciate it ifyou would lorward t}is correspondence (o the legislative committee nearmgs
about to take place. lt is maddening to contemplate a small community such aJEastford suffering a penalty
dnven by ti€ response to mandales enacted by rhose responsible for the high cost of education in
ConnecLicur
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