
Testimony Regarding An Act Concerning a Deaf Child Bill of 

Rights (HB# 5357) 

 

My name is Jenilee Marques and I am testifying today in 

support of Bill HB 5357, An Act Concerning a Deaf Child Bill of 

Rights.  I am Deaf and currently attending the American School 

for the Deaf in West Hartford, Connecticut as a sophomore.  

This bill will get us to other levels.  Deaf people tend to take a 

longer path than hearing people. The Deaf community is 

depending on this bill to give us the starting platform we need 

to help shorten the path we need to take to be on par with our 

hearing peers.  We need to start somewhere and if we focus on 

communication it helps to clear the way to make other 

obstacles easier to overcome.  The language does affect our 

skills and affects our lives in work and play and family.  We are 

behind not because we can’t keep up but because we aren’t 

given the communication tools we need to ensure we thrive 

just as our hearing peers do. We can’t live without it.  This kind 

of situation is not a one size fits all but this bill could fit the 

needs of all deaf individuals with what they need.  

I like the idea of the Language and Communication Plan at the 

PPT meetings.  I think this will help all Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

students.  Thank you. 


