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I wish to speak in favor of H.B. 5355.  I would also like to thank the Committee for 
raising this bill.  More than a year ago I was approached by a group of museum 
professionals who sought to have Connecticut join the 37 other states that have 
enacted similar legislation to this proposed act.  I know from personal experience the 
problems that libraries and museums face when trying to establish clear title to 
unclaimed or undocumented items in their collections.  I worked in a large public library 
that had a closet full of items that had been collected by a State Department official 
while in Africa in the early 1900s, including a collection of elephant tusks. He had 
displayed them at the library and some 30 years later they were still there despite 
numerous attempts to locate him.  Because the state I was working in had legislation 
similar to H.B. 5355 we were to able establish clear title and dispose of the collection to 
the library’s benefit.  This legislation provides museums, libraries, archives, historical 
societies and other cultural institutions with a legal remedy for establishing clear title to 
unclaimed or undocumented objects in their possession.  Without clear legal title, 
institutions defined in the act can only make limited use of these items and yet they 
bear all the costs and burdens of providing storage, record keeping, climate control, 
security, inventory, insurance and general overhead, whether or not they want to have 
them in their collection at all.  No institution wants to spend scarce resources 
conserving, for example, a damaged painting when the rightful owner may someday 
claim it.   
 
This legislation is modeled on legislation that has proven effective in the states that 
have enacted it. This proposal has been vetted by several of our major cultural 
institutions and they have told me that this will be of great benefit to them.   
 
If passed, the State Library will play a limited, but important role insuring that there are 
uniform procedures for record keeping and public notification.  
 
I urge you to move this legislation forward. 
 
 


