
TESTIMONY BEFORE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

H.B. No. 5352 AN ACT CONCERNING STUDENT-CENTERED LEARNING 

JOSEPH J. CIRASUOLO ED.D. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 

3/1/12 

 

The Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS) which represents all of the 

superintendents of schools in the state and the members of superintendents cabinets strongly supports 

H.B. No. 5352 which would establish a pilot program to provide grants to school districts to develop 

personalized systems of learning, authorize the Commissioner of Education to develop assessments to 

be used to determine eligible credits for satisfying the high school graduation requirements and to 

establish a personalized assessment system that develops various models of state examinations. 

Our support is motivated by our conviction that unless we transform the education system in CT to one 

that is based on personalized learning, we will never meet the expectation that every child will learn 

what they need to know and be able to do to lead decent and productive lives.  This means that we 

need to allow every child to move through the education experience at the pace that they need in order 

to achieve mastery and to receive instruction in a way that is consistent with their primary learning 

style.   

Establishment of a personalized learning system cannot take place if the awarding of a high school 

diploma is based primarily on seat time earned credits instead of demonstration of knowledge and 

proficiency.  It is important, therefore, to authorize the Commissioner of Education to develop alternate 

assessment systems for districts that want to award diplomas based on mastery instead of seat time. 

Establishment of a personalized learning system cannot take place if every student at a given grade level 

has to take a state test at the same time every year.  Such a system will test some students before they 

have demonstrated mastery of given knowledge and skills thus unnecessarily producing failure and will 

test some students after they have already demonstrated master of knowledge and skills thus resulting 

in unnecessarily holding them back.   

Establishment of a personalized learning system cannot take place if there is only one way in which 

students can demonstrate on state tests that they have mastered what they need to know.  Such a 

system results in those students whose learning styles are not consistent with the testing format 

achieving scores that are not indicative of what they in fact do know.  Worse than that, the system 

drives a one dimensional instructional approach that is geared towards making sure that all students are 



prepared to be tested the way that the assessment system tests them instead of in a way that is 

consistent with how they learn.  

It is important, therefore, to authorize the Commissioner of Education to establish a personalized 

assessment system that develops various models of state examinations. 

Moving the education system in this state from what it is now to a personalized learning structure will 

not be easy and will take time, hard work and resources.  The paradigm shift that is involved with such 

an effort is considerable.  It is important, therefore, for the State to support those districts who want to 

begin the transformation.  This bill’s call for establishing a pilot program to provide grants to districts to 

develop personalized systems of learning is just the way to start the process.  The reaction that has been 

given to CAPSS Education Transformation Project Report, Next ED, indicates that there are a number of 

districts that are eager to begin the transformation process. 

I would be happy to discuss this with you in person. 


