
I’m	
  Terry	
  Bedard,	
  parent	
  of	
  a	
  profoundly	
  deaf	
  son	
  and	
  an	
  attorney	
  who	
  volunteers	
  to	
  
help	
  parents	
  obtain	
  the	
  placements/services	
  they	
  need	
  for	
  their	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children.	
  	
  

	
  	
  
Thank-­‐you	
  to	
  the	
  Co-­‐Chairs	
  of	
  the	
  Education	
  Committee,	
  Rep.	
  Fleischmann	
  and	
  Sen.	
  

Stillman,	
  for	
  raising	
  the	
  Deaf	
  Child	
  Bill	
  of	
  Rights	
  educational	
  initiative	
  and	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  members	
  
of	
  the	
  Education	
  Committee	
  for	
  reviewing	
  the	
  informational	
  folders	
  and	
  brief	
  video	
  I	
  gave	
  each	
  
of	
  you	
  asking	
  for	
  your	
  support.	
  

	
  
As	
  you	
  know	
  from	
  these	
  materials,	
  there’s	
  an	
  educational	
  crisis	
  occurring	
  in	
  CT	
  for	
  

deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children.	
  The	
  CT	
  State	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Education	
  reported	
  that	
  in	
  2011,	
  between	
  
71-­‐81%	
  of	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children	
  with	
  IEPs	
  did	
  NOT	
  reach	
  goal	
  for	
  their	
  CMTs	
  and	
  CAPT	
  
exams	
  as	
  compared	
  to	
  35-­‐58%	
  of	
  their	
  hearing	
  peers.	
  	
  This	
  achievement	
  gap	
  is	
  astounding	
  and	
  
should	
  prompt	
  an	
  immediate	
  call	
  to	
  action	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  Governor’s	
  priority	
  to	
  close	
  the	
  
achievement	
  gap.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
When	
  Congress	
  reauthorized	
  the	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  Education	
  Act	
  (IDEA	
  2004),	
  

they	
  added	
  a	
  “special	
  factors”	
  provision	
  requiring	
  IEP	
  teams	
  to	
  consider	
  the	
  language	
  &	
  
communication	
  needs	
  of	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children	
  but	
  this	
  provision	
  was	
  lifted	
  verbatim	
  
and	
  buried	
  under	
  page	
  10	
  of	
  the	
  CT	
  IEP	
  form.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  NOT	
  an	
  effective	
  implementation	
  of	
  this	
  
federal	
  requirement.	
  	
  At	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  a	
  Deaf	
  Child	
  Bill	
  of	
  Rights,	
  a	
  Language	
  &	
  Communication	
  
Plan	
  would	
  be	
  attached	
  to	
  every	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  child’s	
  IEP	
  effectively	
  implementing	
  this	
  
federal	
  special	
  factors	
  requirement.	
  

	
  
Hearing	
  loss	
  is	
  a	
  low-­‐incidence	
  disability	
  with	
  only	
  one	
  or	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  

hearing	
  children	
  in	
  any	
  one	
  district.	
  	
  Most	
  school	
  districts	
  have	
  minimal	
  experience	
  with	
  
deafness.	
  	
  Juxtaposed	
  with	
  this	
  lack	
  of	
  experience	
  is	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  over	
  90%	
  of	
  deaf	
  children	
  are	
  
born	
  to	
  hearing	
  parents.	
  Many	
  parents	
  have	
  limited	
  experience	
  with	
  deafness.	
  	
  Consequently,	
  
it’s	
  the	
  children	
  that	
  suffer	
  because	
  their	
  language	
  and	
  communication	
  needs	
  are	
  generally	
  not	
  
being	
  met.	
  	
  A	
  Language	
  &	
  Communication	
  Plan	
  would	
  provide	
  a	
  roadmap	
  for	
  meeting	
  their	
  
needs	
  and	
  making	
  these	
  needs	
  a	
  focus	
  of	
  the	
  IEP.	
  

	
  
I	
  know	
  from	
  almost	
  20	
  years	
  of	
  experience	
  as	
  a	
  parent	
  of	
  a	
  deaf	
  child	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  

professional	
  helping	
  hundreds	
  of	
  other	
  parents,	
  that	
  unless	
  the	
  parents	
  are	
  both	
  educated	
  and	
  
strong	
  advocates	
  or	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  is	
  unusually	
  experienced	
  with	
  deafness,	
  the	
  children’s	
  
language	
  &	
  communication	
  needs	
  are	
  not	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  their	
  IEP.	
  	
  Please	
  support	
  a	
  Deaf	
  Child	
  Bill	
  
of	
  Rights	
  this	
  legislative	
  session	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  Language	
  &	
  Communication	
  Plan	
  is	
  attached	
  to	
  the	
  
IEP	
  of	
  all	
  deaf/hard	
  of	
  hearing	
  children	
  making	
  their	
  IEP	
  focused	
  on	
  meeting	
  their	
  language	
  &	
  
communication	
  needs	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  to	
  close	
  the	
  unacceptably	
  wide	
  achievement	
  gap.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
As	
  we	
  all	
  sit	
  right	
  here	
  in	
  this	
  building,	
  we	
  are	
  just	
  a	
  few	
  blocks	
  from	
  the	
  very	
  first	
  U.S.	
  

deaf	
  school	
  founded	
  in	
  Hartford	
  in	
  1817	
  and	
  still	
  in	
  existence.	
  	
  Yet	
  11	
  other	
  states	
  have	
  already	
  
passed	
  this	
  legislation.	
  	
  Let’s	
  make	
  Connecticut	
  the	
  12th	
  state.	
  


