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Hi my name is Katherine Fahey (Katie) ,I am 21 years old college student.  I have been diagnosed since 
age 4 with a serve to moderate hearing loss.  I wear BTE (behind the ear)phonak digital hearing aids. I 
am writing this letter in support of the Bill HB 5357. The Deaf Child Bill of Rights I would love to see this 
enforced today.  I am writing you to give you my personal experiences so you can understand how 
difficult it is to learn with a hearing impairment due to the language gaps.  
In a school environment I rely on an FM system to help me in classes.  All through my life it seems I have 
to fight for accommodations. I have become a strong self- advocate due to the struggles and challenges 
during my educational years.   I have had to attend two special educational schools with the support of 
my parents getting me out-placed in 7th grade.   I was very fortunate that I was the only hearing 
impaired student accepted to both these schools.  My high school was a language based special 
educational school for learning disabled students. I received additional language support every day 1 on 
1 with a reading specialist. The schools accepted me because you teach a learning disable student the 
same way you can teach a hearing impaired student. I was able to participate in high school activities 
such as: sports, proms, and clubs. I felt I could learn and still have fun with my peers.  It gave me much 
confidence and increased my self-esteem.   I made wonderful process and learned to read fluently. I will 
be forever thankful to my high school head master who also is hearing impaired.  He accepted me as his 
first hearing impaired student, and this opened the door for other hearing impaired students.  He gave 
me a chance to get caught up because of the language support his school provided to me. Even though 
learning is difficult I enjoy it and wanted to go to college. I still find the struggles every day even with 
college. The professors do not understand my educational needs. I am told “Katie can hear she doesn’t 
need that type of accommodation”. I just shake my head and say, why do I have hearing aids since age 
4. Post –secondary education is so different than the elementary level. Please understand if you don’t 
get the support as a Deaf or hearing impaired student in their early years of education these children 
will be left behind forever. Please; I beg you to strongly support this Act The Deaf Child Bill of Rights 
because not every child is as lucky as I was to be out-placed and go to a language base middle/high 
school so I could continue my education. I was so behind due to the language gaps and my 
understanding of vocabulary. Thank goodness my parents supported my educational needs and found 
these language base schools for me.  
My life story could be a written in a novel. Someday hopefully this book can get published.  I plan to help 
other families that have a deaf/hearing impaired child who will have to deal with many challenges. In 
the meantime, I am begging you to pass this Act on behalf of the deaf and hearing impaired children. 
We are no different than anyone else, when you can’t hear you are deprived so why not give us 
language and communication support in our early years of education. The IEP’s for all deaf and hearing 
impaired children need the language and communication support included in each child’s education.  
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to share my experiences to you. 


