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Child's flame;:

Compleled I1\":
MOlhe~-X- Father . Se{;h Age I)___ GuardIan --l--__ Grandparent __

Gradek

Circle the number that best describes your child's home behavior over the past 6 months.

Never or
rarely Sometimes Often Vervoften,

1. Fails to give close attention to details or (§) 1 2 3
makes careless mistakes in schoolwork.

G)2. Fidgets with hands or feet or squirms in 1 2 3
seat.

3. Has difficulty sustaining attention in tasks GJ 1 2 3
or play activities. Q)4. Leaves seat in classroom or in other 0 2 3
situations in which remaining seated is
expected. CD5. Does not seem to listen when spoken to 0 2 3
directly. G)6. Runs about or climbs excessivelyin 1 2 3
situations in which it is inappropriate.

G)7. Does not follow through on instructions 1 2 3
and fails to finish work. C08. Has difficulty playing or engaging in 0 2 3
leisure activities quietly. (09. Has difficulty organizing tasks and 0 '--~ 2 3
activities.

0' '9Q.
10. Is "on the go" or acts as if "driven by a 0 3

motor." (0 %11. Avoids tasks (e.g., schoolwork, homework) 2 3
that require sustained mental effort.

C!)12. Talks excessively. @) 1 2

13. Loses things necessary for tasks or 1 2
activities. 014. Blurts out answers before questions have 0 1 3
been completed.

CV15. Is easilv distracted. 1 2 3
16. Has difficulty aw;li.tingturn. 0 1 CD 3
17. Is forgetful in daily activities. CV 1 2 3
18. Interrupts or intrudes on others. 0 1 (!) 3

--
From ADHD Rating Scale-IV: Checklists,Norms, and Clinical Interpretation by George J. DuPaul, Thomas J. Power, Arthur
D. Anastopoulos, and Robert Reid. Copyright 1998 by the authors. Permission to photocopy this scale is granted to
purchasers of ADHD Rating Scale-IV for personal use only (see copyright page for details). ADHD criteria are adapted
by permission from DSM-IY.Copyright 1994 by the American Psychiatric Association.
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Dcar?vb. Gille:

In re!;ponse to your requtH for J statement;

The New Canaan Board of Educ,t,ioll Jut:S [lut have a poky Of) Attention
Deficit Disorder testing.
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
STATE BOARD OF EDUCA TION

May 21,2001

Ms. Sheila MatthewS!'
104 Pocconock Trail
New Canaan, CT 06840

Dear Ms. Matthews:

Your letter to Governor Rowland was forwarded to me for a response. I understand
that you already expressed your concerns about the ADD checklist with Nancy
Cappello and George Dowaliby from the Bureau of Special Education and Pupil
Services at the Department of Education. There are many checklists on the market
that are used by physicians and clinicians to determine the existence of ADHD
(attention deficit hyperactivity disorder). The State De~rtment of Education does
not endorse any checklist nor recommend treatmen.t~QL?~e1orADHD.-=--
~--...."~~..:.::...·,:a.:.;:,~,,,,;~,~!!t."""'''I..1:<R':;''''''~~~'''''''''-::>'':';-::'·'- --." .... .,.,.~~"II~>.;<~. •• ~.,-..-.".".,.,""",. ...~,

You may obtain a copy of the Connecticut Task Force on ADHD by visiting our
website at www.state.ct.us/sde. It may be found under Special Education.

Sincerely,

-;l~f~;
Theodore S. Sergi
Commissioner of Education

)

Box 2219 • Hartford, Connecticut 06145
An Equal Opportunity Employer

http://www.state.ct.us/sde.


Model Hatch Amendment Letter, Version 2

For this reason society requires that the education of youth should be watched with the most scrupulous
attention. Education is a great measurer, forms the moral character of men and morals are the basis of

government. Noah Webster, 1758-1843

The original "Model Hatch Amendment Letter," crafted by Senator Orrin Hatch's (R. Utah) office, was
sent to Family Friendly Libraries by a dedicated New York mom who heard it on a "Turning Point"
program by Dr. David Jeremiah. Anotlter wise momfrom Michigan has since used it with some
additions that we believe are helpful, particularly when you still have some definite positive connections
with your child's school and want to keep those positives going. The result is an alternative letter which
retains its strong parental rights message while encouraging good relationships that exist to continue.
Feelfree to use either model or adapt it to your own situation even further. Let us know what is
happening in this parental rights areml, please.

Dear .'

We would like to address the issue of our ability to review classroom material via this letter. Our desire is
that we are able to review materials and address issues with our child concurrent with the curriculum and
within the framework of our family, as well as having the appropriate knowledge to discern the
curriculum's alignment or lack thereof with our family's beliefs.

Under U.s. legislation and court decision, parents have the primary responsibility for their children's
education, and students have certain rights that the school may not deny. Parents have the right to be
assured that the schools do not unknowingly or knowingly impair or weaken the student's beliefs, moral
values and belief systems within his or her family unit. A student has the right to hold his or her values and
moral standards without direct or indirect manipulation by the schools through curricula, textbooks, and
AV material or supplementary assignments. Schools and families successfully working together as partners
in education and communication of curriculum content will further strengthen the ability to provide
students an excellent education in a way that strengthens individual families and our community.
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