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March 4, 2012

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TESTIMONY
Re: Raised Bill No. 5350, An Act Concerning Achieving Universal Literacy by Grade Three

Dear Members of the Education Committee:

I am writing to express my strong support for Raised Bill 5350. As an independent reading
specialist who works with students with a wide array of, typically very significant, diagnoses —
many of whom have received years of ineffective interventions by undertrained teachers — |
appreciate the depth and scope of this critically important proposed legislation.

If medical research found new ways to save lives, health care professionals would immediately
adopt these methods, even if it meant changing the way they treat certain conditions. Yet, in
education, much of the research surrounding reading instruction has been largely ignored.
Teachers are routinely being sent to classrooms across our state — including not only low-income
urban areas but even the most affluent districts — without the tools to help their students become
proficient readers. The ultimate victims are our kids, who are being pushed through the
educational system without developing what | believe is the quintessential life skill. Without the
ability to navigate text, they cannot hope to gain or retain a job, or even to complete many of
those daily life tasks that we all take for granted such as navigating a train schedule, checking
the weather, or following a recipe.

I would like to urge Committee members to also consider the needs of children with more
significant disabilities whose literacy needs frequently cannot be met in the general education
context — including those with dyslexia and other language-based reading challenges,
intellectual disabilities, and Autism Spectrum Disorders. Research — and my own professional
experience — has proven that these children often can achieve age-appropriate literacy goals, but
not without intensive, systematic, individualized, evidence-based instruction delivered by a
teacher who is well-trained in delivering this type of intervention. | hope the committee will
consider adding more specific language to Raised Bill No. 5350 to ensure that all students
have access to the intensity and quality of instruction needed to achieve their literacy goals.

Thank you for your commitment to meeting the diverse literacy needs of our children, and
for providing the opportunity for me to share my perspective regarding this critical proposed
legislation.

Sincerely,

A Ly

Sheryl Knapp, M.Ed., Associate/Academy or Orton-Gillingham Practitioners & Educators
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