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Good Afternoon Chairman Stillman, Chairman Fleischmann and members of the Education 

Committee.  My name is Rae Ann Knopf and I am Executive Director of the Connecticut Council 

for Education Reform (CCER).  The Council represents the business and civic voice in advocating 

for comprehensive education reform efforts to close Connecticut’s achievement gap, while 

raising academic achievement for all students in our state.  I am here today to testify in strong 

support of HB 5350 AAC Achieving Universal Literacy by Grade Three.   

The facts are clear.  We know that reading is the foundation to all other learning that occurs.  It 

is well documented that students who are not reading at grade level by the 3rd grade have less 

than a 17% chance of catching up throughout their lifetime unless  dramatic inverventions are 

provided.  We also know that more than 80% of students from low-income families do not read 

proficiently by the end of third grade.  We must do all we can to help all children become 

proficient readers in elementary school to prepare them for their future learning experiences.  

With 40% of minority students dropping out of high school today, the more we can focus on the 

early years of learning by providing the structure and foundation, the closer we will get to 

graduating a student population that is knowledgeable, confident and ready for future 

employment or citizenry. 

We wholeheartedly support the fact that this bill addresses current results-based 

methodologies for teaching reading while providing the necessary structure for closing gaps in 

reading proficiency at a systemic level.  The Connecticut Council for Education Reform priorities 

include incorporating academic interventions such as those discussed in the bill to ensure 

students who are behind are provided the supports to catch up before progressing another 



grade level.  This proposal is a key piece of the overall education reform initiatives being 

reviewed this session and we urge your support. 

Thank you. 
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