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Introduction:

My name is Bill Durand and 1 represent the New England Cable & Telecommunications Association,
Inc., NECTA. Our membership includes substantially all of the major cable operaling and
programming companices in the six state New England region, NECTA respectfully submits this
testimony in support of Senate Bill 225,

Discussion:

This bill authorizes the Office of Legislative Managenient 1o contract with the Connecticut Academy
of Science and Engineering (CASE) to update the academy's 2006 report on advanced communications
lechnotogies. The bill requires the study to expand its focus to include the economic impact of
investment in advanced (cchnotogies. We believe this to be the correct course. We submit as part of
our testimony a recently released cconomic report prepared by the University of Massachusetis
Donahue nstitute. Commissioned by NECTA, this report shows a direct correlation between
investment in advanced technology and economic growth and job creation. The report’s key findings
about the staic’s cable providers included the following; :

¢ Grew emiployment by more than 30%, from 2,495 cmployees in 20006 to nearly 3,300 in 2010,

* Spent more than $928 million on capital improvements, $165 million in 2010 alone, including
investments in the network, head ends, customer premise equipment and vehicles.

*  Generated nearly $1.47 billion of statewide economic activity.

* Provided the majority of wired broadband lines in the state and these lines have grown more
than 66 percent since 2005,

NECTA was an active participant in the 2006 CASE study and we would welcome the opportunity 1o
take an active vole in this proposed update. We look lorward to u)nluunng, to work with this
Committee on this important topic this session.




Connecticut’s cable companies contribute
significantly to the state economy and

t0 focal communities. Key findings from
the September 2011 UMass Donahue
institute repori, Connecting Connecticut:
Cable's impact on the 5tate’s Lconomy,
are presented below, For the full report,
Visit wwiw.necta.info.

During 3 period when the overall economy
stowied, Connecticut’s major cable companies
grew employment by more than 30 percent
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“ Major Connecticut cable companies support

more than 6,700 jobs statewide
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= Statewide, Connercticut’s major cable
companies and their emplovees generated
51.47 biliion of econnmic activity

$851.2M ' $620.7M
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" The majority of wired broadband lines in
Connecticut are provided by cable companies
and these lines in the state have grown more
than 66 percent since 2005
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+ Lable makes significant charitable

contributions to local communities: nearly
1,700 community institutions receive donated
cable and broadband services

f
Cash contributions 1 $0.6M
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From 2006 1o 2010, Connecticut’s major
cable companies invested more than $928
million on capital improvements, $165 million
in 2010 alone

$1.008
5090
SO0
4040
LRG0
5050
40040
50,30
L0200

Totak
| $928.7 million

S0.10 .

000 L
2006-2009 B8 2010

: Prad Gl b T st e s o by Al




