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Good morning Senator LeBeau, Representaiive Berger, and the members of the Committee on
Commerce. My name is Elizabeth Ritter, | am the State Representative from the 38" District, and | am
testifying in support of SB 123 AA AUTHORIZING BONDS OF THE STATE FOR THE EUGENE O'NEILL

THEATER CENTER.

Thank you very much for raising this bill.

The bill seeks a grant-in-aid of $8 million for the Eugene O’'Neill Theater Center for construction of five
rehearsal spaces, dormitory cottages, a dining facility and an additional theater.

The importance of the O'Neill to its home community, the Town of Waterford, and its adjacent community,
the City of New London (home of Eugene O’'Neil's boyhood home and a National Historic Landmark), is
impossibie to overestimate. The O'Neill's long and fabled history includes two coveted Tony awards, the
most recent in 2010, and has featured constant excellence in theater programs that have brought artists,
students, and teachers to the area for over 45 years o pursue the development of new works and new
voices for American theater. Its success has grown steadily aiong with its position as a provider of
worldwide excellence in the development of new works and new artists, most especially through the

National Theater Institute (NT1).

This request is part of the O’Neill's $15 million campaign to expand its physical campus to accommodate
expansion of the NTi. The project is ready to begin, drawings are complete, and the necessary Town
permits are in place. The Town of Waterford, a supportive partner, has agreed to pay to bring the sewer
fine to the O'Neill (a significant investment) and to extend the length of the O'Neill lease. In addition to
the immediate new construction jobs, the project will add at ieast 25 permanent jobs to the State and the
region. The resulting boost to the region will be permanent and sustainable as the O'Neill touches ail

aspects of the regional economy.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this request. | am happy to discuss it with you at any time.
Sincerely,

ReEresentative Betsy Ritter
38" District




