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February 27, 2012

To the mémbers of the Commerce Committee,

Fam writing in support of the State bonding moriey for the Shubert Theatei’s much needed
renovations, The Shubert Theater is a cultural and econoriic anchor for New Haven, attracting patrons
from all over the state and the region to Downtown and supporting local businesses, My restaurang; I
Claire’s Corner Copia, has been open for over thirty-flve years at the cornerof College and Chapel Street,
down the street from the Shubert Theater. | have seen first-hand the iipact this organization has had

on the neighhorhood.

When the Shubert Theater closed its doors in the early 1980s, the résult was a downturn for the
entire neighborhood. The theater’s reopening In 1984 had, and continués to have a very real Impact for
my restaurant as well as the businesses around us. Dinner business on theater nights is a major-

contributor to our ability to provide falr wages and health.insurance to our 20+ employees,

More than a cultural and historical icon of New Haven, The Shubert Theater is a regional
attraction worthy our collective investment. | encourage you to pass the legisiation necessaty to fund

the Shubert's renovations,

Thank you, \ ]
Claire Criscuolo, RN

Claire’s Corner Copia




February 27, 2012
To the members of the Commerce Committee,

| am writing on behalf of the 275 property owners in the Town Green Special Services
Dlstrlct Powntown New Haven's business iniprovement district. We are in full support of the State
bonding money for the Shubert Theater's much needed renovatjons. The Shubert Theateris a
g cultu;’al and economic anchor for New Haw.rn attrar:tmg patrons from ali over the region to

Downtown New Haven and supporting local businesses:

When the Shubert Theater closed its doors In the early 1980s, the resulting downtirn
devastated the surrounding nelghborhiood. The theater's reopening in 1984 had, and continues to
have, a positive impact for the businesses that survived that period, as well as buslnesses that have
opened in recent years, The foot traffic created by performances at the Shubert Thaater stistains
hundreds of restaurants, cafes and small retailers not only during the few hours of performance, hut
fof weeks ata time, We ask that you conislder not just the box office, adminstrative and support
Staff who works-at the thedter every day, but also the casts and crews of up to 120 people evety |
show bfings to New Havén. These people stay at area hotels, eat at area restaurants and patronize
area services for 2-4 weeks prior to the curtain going up,-an impact of up to $1 million dollars per
show., The Shubert Theater brings a vibrancy and positive economic impact {o New Haven, even as

other citles struggle to maintain a strong business environment in this economy.

More than a culturai and historlcal icon of New Haven, The Shubert TheaterIs a fegional-
attraction warthy otir collective investinent, We ehcou'ra’ge you to pass the legislation necessary to

fund the Shubert’s renovations.
Thank you,
oty S

Anthony Schaffer, Chairman

Town Green Special Services District
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