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Appropriations Committee Hearing — Wednesday February 22, 2012

Supporting Legal Aid Funding

Trabajé en un warehouse a tiempo completo por cuatro afios. El dia después del
huracan Irene, me fui a trabajar pero no habia electricidad. El supervisor querria que
trabajara pero dijo que si fuera un accidente era responsabilidad de! empleado. Cuando
el explico la situacion, alrededor de 30 personas se fueron a sus casas porque las
condiciones del trabajo no fueron apropiado. Cuando volvi a trabajar al dia siguiente, el
supervisor tenia una lista de empleados que fueron despedidos y yo era uno de ellos.

Yo hice un reclamo para beneficios de desempleo y fui negada. El empleador le dijo al
departamento del trabajo que yo habia dejado el trabajo voluntariamente, que era una
mentira. Tengo dos hijos que mantener, nunca renunciaré a mi trabajo. Entonces, no
tenia trabajo, no tenia ningln ingreso y no habia forma de pagar a la renta.

Llamé a legal aid, porque la Uunica manera de obtener el desempleo mientras que
busque otro trabajo fue hacer una apelacioén y una audiencia con un arbitro. Sabia que
la audiencia seria dificil hacerlo sola, porque es dificil para mi hablar Inglés,
especialmente cuando estoy nerviosa. Uno de mis companeras del trabajo habia
grabado un video con su teléfono que mostrd lo oscuro y peligroso que estaba en el
warehouse en ese dia. Mi abogada puso el video en un DVD para utilizarlo en la
audiencia cuando se cuestioné el jefe del warehouse. Ella presento mi compafiera de
trabajo como testigo en la audiencia. Afortunadamente, el arbitro pudo ver que yo
estaba diciendo la verdad y yo gané el caso. Estoy contenta que legal aid me ayudo
porgue no sabia en el momento que tenia que hacer.

Translation

| worked in a warehouse full time for four years. The day after Hurricane Irene, | went to
work but there was no electricity. The supervisor wanted us to work but said if there was
an accident it was the responsibility of the employee. When he explained the situation,
about 30 people went home because working conditions were not appropriate. When |
reported to work the next day, the supervisor had a list of employees who were fired
and | was one of them.

| made a claim for unemployment benefits and was denied. The employer told the
department of labor that | had quit voluntarily, that was a lie. | have two children to



support; | would never give up my job. So then | had no job, had no income and no way
to pay the rent.

| called legal aid, because the only way to get unemployment while | looked for another
job was to file an appeal and go to a hearing with a referee. | knew the hearing would be
difficult to do alone, because it is difficult for me to speak English, especially when I'm
nervous, One of my friends from work had recorded a video with her phone that showed
how dark and dangerous it was in the warehouse on that day. My lawyer put the video
on a DVD and used it in the hearing when she questioned the head of the warehouse.
She presented my co-worker as a witness at hearing. Fortunately, the referee couid see
that | was telling the truth and | won the case. | am glad that legal aid helped me
because at that time | did not know what to do.



