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When you think of food securi’;y, siaecies reintroduction, water and energy poverty, environmental
reclamation, food literacy, health school lunch initiatives, you can not help but wonder who will be
equipped to address and solve these issues. My suggestion, agricultural science students. As the Director of
the Harris Agriscience & Technology Center in Bloomfield and one of three teachers serving a 96 percent
minority population, we along with 18 other Agricultural Centers around the state are building the
foundation for students to meet these obstacles. We also educate students in our regional areas of East
Granby, Granby, Hartford, West Hartford, Windsor, and Simsbury. The STEM experiences we provide to
our students is universal and vital to the success and achievement of the population we serve. Our students
arc meeting and exceeding expectations in the 19 agricultural science education centers around the state,
Our stﬁdents are exposed to and are fully immersed into scientific research and are able to answer that
question that plagues our mathematically challenged, "Why are we learning this?” and "Where in my life
will I be able to apply this knowledge?" Our students are taking the science and math concepts,
manipulating their literary tools and showing us that they are able to raise fish through the science of
aquaculture and recycle the effluent through aquaﬁonics to study the feasibility of providing produce to their
school cafeteria and to their town's local soup kitchen. How about students are using same science and math
concepts to evaluate how pollution effects shell thickness in various shellfish populations or mastering CAD
to design and then build marine vessels. Just a snippet of what happens every day at agricultural centers
around the state. Let us not forget that Agricultural Science Education began and continues to serve as the
model for magnet and high school reform initiatives.

As the only high school minority agricultural science instructor and director in the state, [ can not
impress on you enough how important it is to not only properly fund agricultural centers, but to send a
méssages to the entire Ag student body; from prospective eight graders waiting for acceptance letters and

high school graduates stepping out from the comforts of home to Ag alumni that are prepared to to meet the



21 century challenges we face. Tell them that you value their determination, and that they were driven from
such an early age towards success and you honor their long hours of sacrifice by adequately funding their

education. --Thank You



