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Testimony Submitted by: Kathleen M. Queen, Executlve Dlrector Wal[rngford Commumty Day Care Center
. Inc. and Co- Chair State Funded Dlrectors Forum : -

Governor s Education Budget, HB No 5014 An Act Maklng Adjustrnents to State Expendltures and Revenues B
for the Fiscal Year Endmg June 30, 2013 ‘ : : -

‘Sen'ator Harp, Representatlve Walker and Members of the Cornmi_ttee: a

-‘ My name is Kathy Queen Co- charr of the State Funded Child Care Center Drrector 13 Forum representmg the :
102 early care and education chrld care centers inCT, and Dlrector of Wallingford Communrty Day Care L

o Center lnc

7 l am here to testify in support of the proposed Educatlon ‘budget related to chlld care services, and
- appreciate the continued funding for the network of 102 quallty child care centers in 53 mumupahtles in
Connecticut, serving over 4300 chlldren including 1200 infants and toddlers. Since 1968 Connecticut has ,
made a sustained investment in qualrty child care for low and moderate income working parent famllles (CT
“Statute 8-210b). Our Centers form an |mportant companent of the early care and education system. We . .
believe wholeheartedly in high standards for staff and programs and are currently mandated to acquire and -
maintain NAEYC accredltatlon and our staﬁ must meet standards set by the School Readmess Law '

-The Town of Wallmgford has been the grantee and partner for our state funded ch:ld care program smce
1969. Without this partnership the Center may not have been able to help thousands of parents stay

- employed while providing a quality education for their children. Our families are the backbone of our. .
community and are proud contributing members of socrety because they can access safe, secure high quahty '
educatron and care for thelr youngest chlldren '

As part of the 2012- 2013 blennlal budget the state funded chlld care centers were moved from the over5|ght-~
of the Department of Social Services to the State Department of Education, charged with developlng 3
coordinated system of early care and education, integrating child care centers with the School Readiness. . |
_ Program. We have worked dlltgently with SDE over the past several months and continue to work on a set of

recommendatlons that will establlsh a seamless program servrng children from birth to age elght targeted for
2014. - '

‘ The early ca re and education systern requ1res support and fundtng for professmnal development to ensure
" teachers obtain mandated credentials. To that end, we support the increase in qua[rty enhancement dollars
~ for professional development and career advancement '
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: 'Addltxonally, we ask that a prlonty for the aIEocatron of professnona! development funds go. to programs
_mandated to achzeve NAEYC accredltatlon and mcreased staffing quallflcatlons These standards.are the
S foundatlon of Connectlcut 3 proposed TQRIS system en\nssoned in the Governor’s Educatlon Iegislatson SB 24

Sectlon 35 and qual:ty enhancement dollars are. necessary for teachers servmg lnfants toddlers and three
and four year olds to comply Wlth program and staf'ﬁng mandates : -

. . In summary, the Centers apprecrate Governor Mailoy’s lnvestment in early care and educatlon and we urge
- the Appropnatlons Committee to support these budget recommendatlons Thank you for your c0n5|derat|on :

'ofthese important issues.:’

Respécfﬂﬂlly Sub‘rn'ii-ted? i

-’ Kathleen M. Queen, E_xecutive;Dire'ctor RSN
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