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Saint Francis appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony concerning HB 5014, AN
ACT MAKING ADJUSTMENTS TO STATE EXPENDITURES ANDREVENUES
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2013.

Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center, a subsidiary of Saint Francis Care Inc.,1s a
tertiary, teaching, general acute care hospital located in Hartford, Connecticut. Saint
Francis Hospital and Medical Center is currently fully accredited by the Joint
Commission. At its south campus Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center operates a
Level II Trauma Center, a Level III Neonatology Intensive Care Unit, a large heart
service program known as the Hoffman Heart and Vascular Surgery Institute of
Connecticut, the Connecticut Joint Replacement Center, the largest joint replacement
center in Connecticut, the Saint Francis/Mount Sinai Regional Cancer Center, and many
other important health care services. As an affiliate of the University of Connecticut
School of Medicine, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center also trains a large number
of interns and residents as well as other allied health professionals. Saint rancis Hospital
and Medical Center also operates the Mount Sinai Rehabilitation Hospital as well as a
wide range of behavioral health programs and other outpatient programs at its north
campus. Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center performs over 20,000 total surgeries
per year at both the Saint Francis and Mount Sinai campuses using a combined total of 32
operating rooms. Saint Francis employs over 6,500 individuals and provided over $64
million dollars in community benefits in 2010.

TETISMONY TALKING POINTS

e Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center recognizes the challenges inherent in
operating in this economic environment and the requirement to make choices
among competing priorities. We sincerely thank Governor Malloy for submitting
a budget that maintains hospitals’ Medicaid rates., We do, however have concerns
over several provisions in the proposed budget.



Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center asks this Committee to eliminate
several provisions in HB 5014 that would negatively impact hospitals and the
communities we serve. Specifically, Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center
would seek to remove from HB 5014 the provision that will: (1) reduce Medicaid
Low-Income Adult enrollment by seeking a waiver to establish a $25,000 asset
limit (excluding an automobile or home); count family income when determining
eligibility for individuals under age 26 and either living with their parents or
claimed as a dependent for tax rates for certain dental benefits for individuals in
the Medicaid program; and (3) revert rates for air ambulances to rates in place in
FY 2011.

We agree with you, Senator Harp and Representative Walker, as well as the chairs
of the Human Services and Public Health Committees, when, in your January 11,
2012 letter to Comimissioner of the Department of Social Services Roderick L.
Bremby, you cautioned that the Medicaid LIA population is one of our most
vulnerable, and any modifications of the program would likely cause significant
disruption and a loss of benefits.

These proposed changes could greatly impede access to healthcare coverage for a

‘vulnerable population that just recently became eligible for Medicaid coverage

under federal reform.

Each of these reductions will have a negative impact upon Connecticut hospitals,
and make it more difficult for people to find care in the appropriate setting and
enroll and remain in Medicaid. In these difficult economic times, it is more
important than ever that the state is steadfast in its commitment to help those who
cannot help themselves.



