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Appropriations Committee Public Hearing - February 17, 2012
Testimony in Support of the Connecticut Home Care Program for the Disabled

Good evening Distinguished Members of the Appropriations Commitiee,

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Maryjane Mangiafico, | am
fifty-nine years old and | live alone in Bristol. | have multiple sclerosis and am totally
blind.

| became a client of the Connecticut Home Care Program for the Disabled when it
was first launched. There have been many changes in my life and the program has
been critical for helping me expand and have a significant level of independence.
Before the program, 1 lived with my elderly parents and they helped me with
transportation and getting to appointments, meal preparation and maintaining our
home. Both of my parents died a few years ago. | was unable to remain in the family
home, and was unsure where | would live. | stayed with friends and eventually came
to live in Bristol.

The Connecticut Home Care Program for the Disabled has literally been a life-line
for me. | receive assistance in my home preparing my medications, cooking meals,
showering, housekeeping, shopping, reading my mail and transportation. The care
coordination, assistance and support have been essential. | am now confident in
living alone; | participate in support groups for the National MS Society and the
National Federation of the Blind. | have purpose and if | did not have the program, |
would be living in a nursing home.

Please continue to fund the Connecticut Home Care Program for the Disabled; it has
been a life saver for the 41 individuals living with degenerative neurological
disabilities like MS, Parkinson’s Disease and early onset Alzheimer's Disease. ltis
the only option for us.

Thank you.



