DCF’s supportive Housing for Families program

‘“Testimony of Evelyn Santiago

Good Afternoot, Ladies and Gentiemen,‘l’hank you SO much for allowing me the opportunity 1o present
myself to you this afternood.

First} would like to give you @ brief story about my famnily. | recently participated in programs from DCF
and The Connection, inc. :

My name is Evelyn gantiago, | am @ former client and graduated from The supportive

Housing for the
Family Program- { would like 10 share with you this afternoon my experience

of myself and my sons
Craig and Tishawn Tillman. This story how it happened and how 1 met a Case Manager ‘

from the
supportive Housing fof the Family program, who happened 10 be a wonderful person

and has helped
ry family come a long way {0 SUCCESS, this person was my Case Manager Chelsea Humphre\j_

This is how my story pegan, l was 3 victim of pomestic Violence from another state, { escaped along with
my SONs came to Connecticut in Oct 1997. | had no possessions and went for help t

o the State of
connecticut Dept. of gocial Services. A worker helped my farily with @ temporary siay at a hotel where

j first tived. | ctarted my life over again, finding 2 day care for my sons and @ part-time job for myself.

Then! found a one bedroom apartment for a small start with rysel and my 50

ns. Asyears passed by, 1
started to have @ difficult situation- | fost my father and my best friend suddenly passed away. t took a

toll on me. As | continued t0 struggle on My path, My cons wWere growing older then the place | fived was
having problems. My son Craig was having emotipnai and behavior challenges. | lost my job then ™y
mother suddenty got ijl. twas recewing disability checks for $0950.00 2 month and had to pay $650.00 2
month for My rent and expenses itwasn't enough. } Jttempted 0 PaY ry bills and assist My mother.
Things fell pehind and 1 Was threatened with evictions several times- } was devastated, | had no where
o go. Then DCF came atong ! had a worker which gave me come help for other programs to help me
and my family’s situation for 2 place 10 stay. | did notwant 1o g0 +o a shelter. Day by day, | grew more

distressed, when finally nCF called and told me L will be meeting another case worker from The
supportive Housing Program- '

2007 | met my Case managel- Chelsea’s first reaction Was {0 be sure My family was well,

& gpartment wash' tin good condition. She was Very concerned of my family and the

ossible 10 find another

months, 1 received @
‘he state, which was such good news. Somy farnity will not have to de

ing again.

“helsea started 10 work on helping Me and my farnily as guick asp
work on MY pudget expenses and other services. Within a few

a) within this



