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James Fazio
In opposition to DMHAS proposed budget cuts- HB 5014

Distinguished members of the Connecticut Legislature, mental health consumers, mental
health services providers, and concerned citizens:

| am speaking to you today to ask that the House Bill 5014, An Act Making Adjustment to
Sate Expenditures and Revenues for the Fiscal year Ending June 30, 2013 which
makes cuts 1o the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services’ budget not be
passed. | believe that these cuts would have a dramatic negative impact on the delivery of
mental health and addiction services in Connecticut.

As an employee of a mental health agency and as a Connecticut resident, | can tell you that
such a reduction in funding may be devastating to the clients we serve. In addition to being
a mental health agency employee, | am also a mental health consumer. Clients of the
agency of which | am employed, some of which are young adults, come to our clubhouse
for structure programming and to receive an affordable hot meal. Without these services,
these clubhouse members might go without supports—they might be isolated and lonely.
Many could end up in @ mental institution or in prison. Since such a plan would be mere
costly, | believe that it is more economical for State government to, at the least, maintain
DMHAS funding for Young Adult Services, at its current level, if an increase is not
feasible. | urge you to please reconsider your proposal to cut DMHAS funding and to not
restructure the Medicaid Low Income Adult Program as well as not cut Inpatient Legal
Services. Thank you.

Sincerely,

James Fazio ,
Chef, Second Wind Clubhouse
Enfield, CT



