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Please, do not support Governor Malloy’s plan to eliminate Family Empowerment and Family
School Connection Programs. My name is Lorenzo Morales. | am enrolled in the Family
Empowerment Program that works with young fathers at Madonna Place Inc. located in Norwich.

From the very first visit, up until my last appointment a few days ago this program has been nothing less
than a miracle worker for me. I first went to the program to find information about getting a DNA test
for my alleged son. They not only helped me with getting the test done, but they also helped me create a
detailed plan of how I was to go about the multiple stages that followed establishing paternity.

One of these steps was enrolling in the Dr.Dad program offered by the Family Empowerment Program.,
This program helped not only myself, but also the 10 current or soon to be fathers. The program talked
about physically taking care of your child, mentally being able to cope with frustrating situations, home
safety (being indoor as well as outdoor), what to expect from what ages, preventing any undesirable
situations, as well as knowledge on what to do if any of these or various other situations occur, and
finally group conversations, All of these aspects of the program came together in a well-planned and
effective manner that allowed me to take several new techniques, ways of thinking, and activities that I
could do with my son to make him develop correctly. At the end of the program, each father received a
gift card to Wal-Mart, which helped me purchase a car seat/jogging stroller that I have used many times.
If I was not yet a father, the program would have taught me everything there is to know about being
supportive of a nursing partner, as well as being able to take the reins of parenthood completely on my
OWN.

As for the programs one-on-one sessions available to anyone who makes an appointment, they helped
me get where I am in my sons life today. My son is currently three months old. His mother did not allow
me access to him for any reason because she had found a boyfriend and was trying to move away so |
would never see my son again. The Family Empowerment Program helped me to not only prevent my '
son from being taken away from one of his loving parents, but also to achieve joint custody where he
will be able to grow up with both parents supporting him and knowing that they both cared. Having a
child with a woman that was not meant to become your wife does not mean sending a pay check in the
mail every week, it does not mean giving up your responsibilities to another person because you don’t
know how else to go about being a father, it does not mean that your life as you know it is obliterated
and your ambitions disintegrated. The Fatherhood Initiative program showed me that out of all of the
bad things that could be, and possibly are, there is no greater gift on this planet than to be a part of your
child’s life. Now because of them, I can share that miracle with the rest of the world and guide my son
into a path of happiness.



