I am Cléude Holcomb and I reside at 2 Park Place in Hartford Connecticut. I am here this evening to
talk about bill 5016 regarding the merging of the offices of Commission on Human Rights and
Opportunities and Protection and Advocacy.

I was in an institution in 1982 for 14 years, good thing an office of protection and advocacy was around
at that time, with people who knew about people who had mild to severe disabilities, especially
someone with a severe disability like [ have to live with in this world. They believed in me, [ could
live in the community with my severe disability by myself. I was wasting my life in a nursing home
and thank God the Office of Protection and Advocacy worked to get me out and help me grasp the
opportunity for inte grated citizenship.

- Does this legislature have to reinvent the wheel? Is the Office of Protection and Advocacy broken or
does it not play a rightful role in government by advocating and protecting ct citizens with disabilities.
. Are the corporations more important than the role of advocacy? Are the buslines more important than
advocacy? Is placating the unions more important than advocacy? -

Does this Governor think people who have disabilities don't need protection or does he believe all
governmental agencies and services are doing their _]ObS without oversight? Are problems encountered
by individuals with disabilifies merely civil cases or is it the result of the violation of civil rights? Can
an expanded version of Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities fulfill the mission of
protection and advocacy? It may be the Governor's own experience living with a disability does not
lend itself to understanding the challenges of people with other types of disabilities.

I have filed some Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities complaints, but they did not
understand the issues of having disabilities. How will this new department prioritize the needs of
‘persons with disabilities and the mandatory federal regulations and requirements of an independent
agency called Protection & Advocacy? Connecticut's intent in forming a state Protection & Advocacy
‘was to safeguard the civil rights of persons with disabilities in Connecticut. By merging with
Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities the agency's voice for those who cannot speak will be
muted. You have to take the politics out of the discussion of this decision and focus on what is the right
thing to do. This will not save money in the long run, because people with disabilities will need a
presence in this state to make our needs known so that we continue to be members of our community.

The disability community is nof going away.



