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18T SuSRoN . . .

Recognizing the need to meprove physies] aceess w0 menmy United States
postal (agilitieg fre all peaple in the Uniled States in purticular disabled
aitizens,

IN TIE [TOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

My, MumpEY of Cor neelicat submitted the following concorrent, resohufion;
which was veforred Lo the Gommittecon

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Recognizing the nced to improve physical acecss to many
United States postal facilities for all people in the United
States m partienlar disabled ciizens.

Whereas i 2008, 12 pereent. of all United States citizens ro-
ported some disability;

Whereas 1n 2008, 16.9 percent of veterans, amounting to
over 1:3,000,)00 United States citizens, reported a service
relatecd disability to the Department of Veterans Affairs;

Whereas aecord.ng to the 1.8, Census Bureau’s Current
Population Survey. the number of [United States citizens

reporting a disabilily is af a 20-ycar high;

fAVHLCV20TT 120911 214.0mi (48319713)
Decamber 1, 2011 (3:07 p.m.)
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Whereas the Architeetural Barriers Act, was first enacted in

1968 to ensur: that certain federally funded facilities are
desigued and zonstructed to he accessible to people with
disabilities anl requires that public buildings, ineluding
post offices and other Federal fucilities, have at loast one

handicap accessible path and entranee;

Whercas anfomatic doors, though not mandated by cither the

Architeetural Sarricis Act or the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, provide a yreaier degree of sclf-gufficicney and
dignily for disabled United States citizens, as well as the
frail clderly wio have limited strength to open a manual

door;

Whereas a report commissioned Ly the Aeccoss Board, an

independent I'ederal ageney ereated to ensure access to
federally funded facilities, recommends that all new huild-
ings usced by the public should have at least one awfo-
mated door al. an accessible erfrance, with an exceeption
for small buildings where adding such a door may he a
tinancial hardship for building owners;

Whereas States and municipalities have begon to recognize

the tmportance of automatic doors in approving accessi-
bility as Connecticut State law requires antomatic doors
in certam shopplog malls and retail businesses, Delaware
requires an antomatic door or calling device for newly

congtructed places of accommodation, and the District of

Colnmbia has a similar requiremnent;

Whereas the T8 General Services Administration’s Faeili-

ties Standards for the Public Buildings Serviee requires
antomation off at least one exterior door for all newly con-
structed or renovated General Seevice Administration fa-

vilitios, inelud: ngr post offices;

FAWVHLAT2011 012011 1.214,xml (463689713)
December 1, 2011 {3:07 p.m.}
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Whereas over the past H years, 71 percent of complaints re-
cetved by the Access Board regarding the Architeetural
Barriers Aet Lave coneerned a post office or other postal
Faeility;

Whereas the Postal Service employees 596,000 people, mak-

ing it the Nat.on's second-largest eivilian employer;

Whereag 7,000,000 people a day visit one of the over 36,400
post ofliees it the United States; and

Whercas the United States was founded on principles of
aqiality and l'reedom, and these laws ensure that all eiti-
zens, even those with disabilities, are able to engage as

equal membors of society: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved by the House of Bepresenfatives (the Senale
2 concurring), "That Congress—
3 {1} recognizes the immenge hardghips that dis-

4 abled Thited Siates citizens must overcome every-
5 day;

6 (2) reaffums its support of the Architectural
7 Duarrierss Act and the Americans with Disabilitics
& Act and full complianee of the laws;

9 (3) recommends that the United States Postal
10 Scrvice and other public ageneies install power-as-
11 gisted (hors to epsure equal access to all citizens;
12 and

13 (4) pledges to continue to work to 1deatify aud
14 rectify the bacriers that are preventing ail Umted

FAVHLCM 2011111201 11.214.xm) (49325713)

Dacember 1, 2011 (3:07 p.m.)



FROM TFRRKMATL FAX MO, 1BRES511359 Mar. 85 2812 B1:53PM PS-5

PAMI2MURPCT\MURPCT (112, XM

4
i States e izensg from having: equal aceess to the worv-
2 ices prov ded by the Federal Government,

TAVHLEAT201113120111.214.xm1 {493897'3)
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November 18, 2011

The Honorable Dannet P. Malioy
Governor of Connecticut

State Capitol

210 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Dear Governor Maliloy,

At the meeting of our Citizens' Coalfition for Equal Access (CC=A) yesterday, November 8, 2011,
in the Board Room of New Horl2ons Village In Unlonville, we were delighted to have with us Mr,
Joseph Cassidy, Bullding Insped or with the Connecticut State Departrnent of Construction
Services. Joe was most engaging and knowledgeable., We want to thank you and Commissionar
Defronzo for asking Joe to atter d our meeting.

Our group has struggled for several years to improve the access to public bulldings for people
using a wheelchair, the frail, the elderly, and frankly, everyone {even the young mother pushing
her child in a stroller). After our success in getting power-assisted doors installed In the two U, S.
post offlces In Farmington, we have pursued the goal of equal, dignified access for all on a wider
scale, especially buildings owne| or leased by The State of Connecticut. We are certain that you
personally know what it is like for a person with any of many possible handicaps to be excluded.

.We expecdt that all buildings undar the cuntrol of the State of Connecticut should be fully

accessible meeting, at a minimum, ADA and ABA standards, with full consideration being givin to
emerging technologies, an exan ple being infrared activated power doors.

To this end we strongly urge the: followig:

-+ Hirst, a competent, understan-ling person shoukd be appointed by you, as required by Federal
law, as The Connecticut State Cordinator for ADA Compliance. We recommend that this be done
post-haste and feel that this person should be located in your office with direct access to YO

--Second, & program should be 1ndertaken by the State to first survey all of its owned and jeased
bulldings with regard to hot only ADA compliance, but for truly functional access for people with
disabilities. This functional access should include the implementation of power assisted doors
and other emerging technologie: which aid not only the disabled but others sich as young
mothers with strollers as well. {!ienator Beth Bye proposed such a survey In the fast Legislature,
but it did not get signed Into lav..)

--Third, once this survey is completed, 8 program should be included within the capitat budget to
implement these improvements on a statewide basis. This project would, not so incidentally,
create a number of much needed-jobs here In Connecticut, There are excellent door
manufacturing companies in Colinecticut. In this connection, It should be made clear that none of
the members of CC=:A stands to gain financlaily from such a project.

o Clen hes g e dagion, S50 a0i

F1-3
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We would be delighted to invite you take part In one of our meetings In the near future. This
would be arranged at a time and place of your choosing, but you may want to visit New Horlzops
Village - a very special independ:nt living community.

With much appreciation, resped and good wishes,

Sincerely,

C/\"\%@@&/‘\«:&%ﬂﬁ: e \j L\/uai/ uﬂ TR

Keith Mullinar Gary Gross
Co-chair Co-chair

Cc: Donald DeFranzo, Commissioner, Department of Administrative Services; Pasguale 1. Salemi,
Deputy Commissioner, Departmgé nt of Administrative Services: Joseph Cassidy, Acting State
Buiiding Inspector; Lisa Caron, Project Director, ADA Coalition of CT.; Calvin Bunnel, Presiden,

CT. Chapter of the Alllance for Ristired Americans: Mike Fitts, D[rectcr, CTCOSH; Melissa Marshali,
Executive Director CTBILN

vy, €F DG
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Dannel P. Malloy
GOVERNOT
STATE OT CONNECTICUT

T'cbruary 16, 2012

Keith Mullinar and Gary Jross
9-K Talcott Glen Road
Fermmgtan, CT 06032

Dear Keith Mullinar and Gary Gross:

Thank you for your letter expresaing the concerns of the Citizens' Coalition for
Fqual Access. Since the time when you [irst wrote the letter, Commissioner
DeFronzo has been named the Connecticut State Coordinator for ADA
Compliance,

My office has forwarded sour letier to Commissioner DeFronzo's ollice, which
has directed it to the propir division to address your concerns,

Thank you for taking the ' ime (o write me. T a ppreciate hearing your concerns.

Sincerely,
] 7
7 57
Danncl P, Malloy '
Governor /
LD PM/mg

OVFICLEOF T GOVERNOR « STATE CAPPTOL
210 CAPTT DT AVENY TS TTARTTORD Y, CONNLROTICUT 06106
TOL (BAD) GO-4840 « TAX {8A0)524-5306 + WL EOVETII.CEL g

ClovermornMalloy@er o
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CITIZENS ZOMMITTEE TOR LQIIAL ACCESS
9-W TATLOTT GLEN ROAD
FARMINCTON, ClI' 06032

Tune 3, 2010

Willium L. Evang, Jr.

Chiefl of Fiscal & Administrative Services
Department of Environmental Protection
State of Connecticut

79 Ebn Street

Hartford, CT 06106-5127

Dear Mr. Evans:

Thank you for your reply to my letter dated May 1, 2010 making a formal
compiaint concerning the lack of equul access for all to major state agencies located al
79 Elm Street.

While you are no dout ¢ correct regarding the legal limitations of the ADA law
and the historical prescrvation status uf the building, you are behind the times culturali y
and technically. Your offer t have persons in wheelchairs somehow (how?) contact 1he
security guard to help them in is not in keeping with the general change in our culture
toward inclusiveness, diversity and dignity for all.

Our Citizens Commiittse for Fqual Access (CC—A) has fought for several year: to
get power-assisted doors installed in the U.S. post offices in Farmington. Our struggli:
began with a meeting with U1, postal officials in which these officials offered to instull a
bell so wheelchair patrons could ring for help. Our committee members deristvely
rejected this idea, We wanted power doors, and T am pleased to say we succeeded. (Sce
the enclosed article from The Valley Press concerning Unionville. We expect to celebrate
installation of power-assisted doors in the Main Street post office on June 23.)

We hope lo succeed in getting power addexd 1o the histotic doors of 79 Elm Street
as well. That this Is a feasible thing technically and esthetically is suggested by the
tfollowing quote included in an e-mail from Fraok Luke, President, Stanley Access
Technologies - a worldwide supplier of access and security equipment based in
Farmington.

“I am not familiar with the doors at 79 Ehmn Street but almost any door can be automat:d.
The most common challenge “or historic sites typically invelves the acsthetics as this is
often & personal judgment if the product takes away from the beauty of the original
doors. There are a variety of 'ways to reduce this impact such as painted headers or cvon
wood clad header covers. Thure are other products such as recessed floor operators that
are mounted under the door threshold with the door arm recessed into the boitom of the
door making the units 100% invisible o the users...”
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Should you raise the issue of budget in response to this request, I'l] quate wha
one our committee members, Gary Gross, tfidh says: “All my life 1 have lived with
mulfiple handicaps and it gets tiresome hearing people talk about the budget when they
don’t want to make things eauier. You know what? There is always a budgel. It depends
on what it’s for.” Mr. Gross s blind and uses a wheelchair.

It would be excellent if you aad “the powers that be” would find the budget for
power doors at 79 Elm Street and put the project vut for bid.

Sincerely,

Ray Filing
Member CC=A
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