OFFICE OF THE FIRST SELECTMAN

Chairman Maynard, Chairman Guerrera, Members of the Transportation Committee.

For the record my name is Kevin Lyden, First Selectman of Salem, Connecticut. [ am here to
testify in support of HB 6200-AN ACT CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF TOLLS ON NEW
HIGHWAYS OR HIGHWAY EXTENSIONS.

Tolls make good sense. In our goal to be fiscally responsible; tolls add a revenue stream to pay
for the much needed investments in our infrastructure.

In Southeastern Connecticut our region is sorely lacking in its infrastructure needs.
Route 11 abruptly ends in our town of Salem. We need to finish Route 11.

The completion of Route 11 is a regional issue. The Southeastern Connecticut Council of
Governments (SCCOG), a public agency compromised of twenty towns and cities, has endorsed
the “Completion of Route 11 from Salem to 1-95 in Waterford as one of its highest, long-term

priority transportation projects.”

The completion of Route 11 is a safety issue. Our region is home to the Naval Submarine Base
and a nuclear power plant. Currently our narrow, overused Route 85 is designated as an
evacuation route. Route 11, when finished will add greatly to the safety of our region.

The only reason Route 11 has not been finished is the lack of funding. The only reason. HB
6200 will provide an avenue for the necessary funding to finish Route 11.



Don’t believe the naysayers who mumble:

“Tolls won’t work”
“It can’t be done”
“Give up”

There have always been naysayers. There always will be naysayers who will try to defeat your
progressive, positive ideas.

it can be done. It will be done.

Please embrace this opportunity with HB 6200 to allow us to make the needed investments in

our future,

Respectfully Submitted,

T

Kevin Lyden

First Selectman
Salem, Connecticut
February 17, 2011



