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CCM is Connecticut’s statewide association of towns and cities and the voice of local government - your
partners in governing Connecticat. Our members represent over 93% of Connecticut’s population. We
appreciate this opportunity to provide testimony to you on issues of concern to towns and cities.

H.B. 5056 “An Act Raising the Educational Requirements for State and Municipal Police
Officers”

H.B. 3056 would mandate that local police officers obtain an associate degree no later than five years after
they are hired. This proposal is unclear whether it applies to “all” or “new” police officers.

Municipal police departments are already struggling to attract new recruits while also trying to maintain an
adequately staffed force. This new unfunded mandate would shrink the pool of candidates and create an
unnecessary fiscal burden on police departments and municipal property taxpayers.

CCM can appreciate the intent behind this bill, however, if the General Assembly deems it important to
create this new state mandate on local police departments, it should provide reimbursement to municipalities

for any resulting new costs.

CCM urges the committee to take no action on H.B. 5056.
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If you have any questions, please contact Bob Labanara of CCM at rlabanara@ccm-ct.org.
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