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Good morning Senator Stillman, Representative Ritter, Ranking Members Welch and Perillo and the members of 
the Public Health Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding SB 533 – An Act 
Establishing A Uniform State Licensing Process For Private Community Based Providers. 
 
It’s often said that we should strive to run our government like a businesses. In many areas, government is 
beginning to adopt practices that have been commonplace in business for years. Unfortunately, when it comes to 
healthcare delivery and services provided by and coordinated by the state, progress has been slow. 
 
Currently, Connecticut has four agencies - DCF, DSS, DHMAS, DPH - tasked with the licensing of non-profit 
services or centers. As a result non-profits often have to go to several agencies to fulfill one license requirement. 
For example, a non-profit agency that provides mental health care for young adults would have to go three separate 
agencies for licensure; first to DSS for the Medicaid license, then to DCF for contracts, and finally to DPH for 
additional licensing. 
 
If passed, SB 533 would take all of these various responsibilities and agencies that provide these licenses and merge 
them into one department under one agency so that a non profit can go to one place to get all their licenses required 
to practice. It is clear that when it comes to the permitting and licensing process, a centralized approach it often the 
best approach. Connecticut is already taking steps to centralize the permitting process for economic development, 
so why shouldn’t we apply similar thinking to permits for the non-profit providers.? 
 
I would also like to recognize that the Connecticut Association on Non-Profits have placed this issue on their 
legislative agenda. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank the co-chairs for their willingness to raise SB 533 this session. I sincerely hope that 
the committee looks favorable on this bill so that it can make its way through the legislative process.  
Thank you. 

  


