
March 23, 2011 

TO:  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE 

FROM: JEAN REXFORD for THE CT CENTER FOR PATIENT SAFETY 

PLEASE SUPPORT HOUSE BILL 6618—AN ACT CONCERNING VARIOUS 
REVISIONS TO PUBLIC HEALTH RELATED STATUTES (SECTION 1). 

 
Section 1 of House Bill 6618 proposes to amend the law to  allow the DPH and any health care licensing 

boards to examine a health care practitioner’s negative disciplinary/malpractice conduct in other 

jurisdictions and then use this negative conduct as a basis for imposing disciplinary sanctions against the 

practitioner here in Connecticut.  This is a very good proposal that stems from news stories in 2008-2010 

when some physicians were allowed to practice here in Connecticut even though they had serious 

disciplinary penalties previously imposed upon them in other jurisdictions. 

In 2008, a Greenwich doctor was arrested in New York State for soliciting sex with a fifteen year old boy.  

The Doctor’s license was revoked in New York, but could not be immediately revoked in Connecticut, as 

it should have been.   

On Monday of this week, I went to look up this particular Doctor’s profile on the DPH website (which is 

required to be published pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes section 20-13j).   First of all, the 

challenge is to find the profile on the Website in the first place.  Then, if you do find the right place on the 

website and you click on “physician profile”, then you, as a consumer, would never know at first glance 

that there is any sort of problem with this physician’s disciplinary history.  You would have to take down 

his license number, figure out how to do the search and then, two more clicks and you would learn that in 

April two years ago, there was an interim consent order issued against this doctor, but as far as I can tell, 

he still has his CT license, and may still be practicing.   

Members of the committee, please authorize the DPH to act, as is provided for in HB 6616.  In addition, 

please over this coming summer, bring together representatives of the Medical  Examining Boards, the 

Department of Public Health, and most importantly knowledgeable consumers to sit down and try to 

figure out how we can do a better job with the resources we have.  Ranking 47
th
 in the country in actions 

taken against negligent medical practitioners is unacceptable. 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING PATIENT SAFETY IN CONNECTICUT.  


