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House Bill 6277 - An Act Concerning the Operation of Blood Drives

The Department of Public Health provides the following information with regard to House Bill 6277:

House Bill 6277 would authorize trained “blood collection technicians” to operate apheresis blood
component collection equipment, including the administration of saline, citrate and other biologics
required in the operation of such equipment, during blood drives and would require a licensed nurse to
be on-site at the location where a blood drive occurs for the entire duration of the blood drive.

Currently “blood collection technicians” are not authorized to administer saline, citrate and other
biologics required in the operation of blood component collection equipment as such procedures must
be performed by a registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse who is working under the supervision of
a registered nurse. Section 19a-36-A52 (f) of the Department regulations also requires a physician to be
on the premises when apheresis is performed.

The Department has previously worked with the Public Health Committee as well as interested
stakeholders concerning this proposal and would be pleased to continue to do so should the need arise.

Thank you for your consideration of the department’s views on this bill.
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