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Senator Cassano, Representative Gentile, Senator Fasano, Representative Aman, and distinguished
members of the Planning and Development Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony on HB 6411, An Act Establishing a Task Force to Study
Ways in which to Provide Municipal Mandate Reliet.

1 fully support the intent of this bill to review the 1200 mandates the State of Connecticut imposes on its
cities and towns. However, | wish to bring to the Committee’s attention the need to amend this legislation
to provide immediate relief to these municipalities. They too face encumbering deficits and must burden
their citizens with higher taxes to provide Hartford the dollars assessed by these mandated charges. You
have within your control to empower local governments by passing in Committee far-reaching legistation
such as requiring a 2/3 vote to create or expand unfunded mandates on municipalities, allowing any town
or city to be exempted from the in-school suspension mandate tor up to two years, permitting any town or
city to delay, for two years, the implementation of requirements under “Race To The Top”-related
mandates (PA 10-111), and delaying the Raise-the-Age mandate for 17 year-olds. Even before a study
would begin, I am sure there are many other cumbersome mandates that could be easily addressed in this

biennium.

The present economic climate is invoking hard decisions to be made at the local level. We must do
whatever possible to provide relief to these 169 municipalities by eliminating, or at the least reducing,
unfunded mandates. Given the daunting task they face, | ask the Committee to amend HB 6411 by
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including direct mandate relief measures thus providing immediate assistance to Connecticut’s towns and
cities while a Task Force study moves forward.

Sincerely,

Myt 4. mslons

Michael L. Molgano




