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My name is Eric George and | am Associate Counsel for the Connecticut
Business & Industry Association (CBIA). CBIA represents approximately 10,000
businesses throughout Connecticut and the vast majority of these are small
companies employing less than 50 people.

While the federal government has passed health care reform, more needs to be

done to lower costs. More needs to be done to improve the health of our citizens.
Employers find health care costs rising faster than other input costs. Some

providers are unable to generate sufficient patient revenue to cover costs. Some

patients cannot get timely access to optimal care. And too many individuals
remainwithout.health. insurance, engage in unhealthy behaviors and live-in- - — .. _
unhealthy environments.

For the business community, the issues of health care quality, cost and access
are critical. After numerous years of double-digit and near-double-digit
increases, health insurance has quickly become a product that many people and
companies find they can no longer afford. [n addition, the cost of health care
directly affects businesses’ ability to create new jobs.

Therefore, CBIA asks this committee to reject SN ACT CONCERNING
HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR COLONOSCOPIES. The business
community and other stakeholders are calling for significant reforms to
Connecticut's costly and inefficient health care system. As you consider the
various proposals to reform the state's health care system, CBIA asks you to
refrain from making the already high cost of health care even more unaffordable
for the state's companies and residents.

The recent federal health reform law, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act, requires that if a state adopts any mandated benefit that exceeds the benefit
levels of the "essential benefit plan” then that state must pay for the cost of that
mandate. The federal government has not yet defined what constitutes an
“‘essential benefit plan.” So, the State of Connecticut is rolling the dice with each
new or expanded mandate that it adopts because if that mandate goes further
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