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Rep. Butler, Senator Gomes, distinguished committee members, | am David Fink, policy director of the
Partnership for Strong Communities — a state-wide policy and advocacy organization dedicated to
ending chronic homelessness, expanding affordable housing opportunities and building strong and
vibrant communities - and | am here to oppose any efforts to repeal or weaken the Affordable Housing
Appeals Procedure known as 8-30g. 8-30g Is an effective way to create affordable housing; it has created
close to 4,700 units of affordable homes in solid, mixed-income communities across the state, and 5,500
modest market rate units, thus prowdmg ]DbS and economic activity. It has been a huge SLICCesS.

The simple fact is that Connectlcut has an extreme shortage of housmg options affordable for all the
people we need in the state, even in the aftermath of the burst housing bubble nation-wide:
> 1 out of 4 renting households makes less than 50% of median income and spends half of that on
housing. Those people are “this close” to homelessness.
» The housing wage — what one must earn to afford a typical 2BR apartment in Connecticut - has
risen to $23/hour {the equivalent of a $48,000 annual salary) from $15.67 in 200. Nearly half the
683 occupations in Connecticut don’t pay an average wage of $23/hour.
¥ In 2000, 65.2% of the houses in the Connecticut were vaiued under $200,000. By 2010, that was
down to 23.1%. The statewide median household income can't qualify for a mortgage to buy the
median sales price home in 94 of our 169 cities and towns.
Most municipalities in Connecticut have allowed virtually no housing to be built that workers, young
professionals, families and empty-nesters can afford. Since 2000, Connecticut has been 47" in the
nation in units built per capita.. Meanwhile, affordable homes comprise 10% or more of the housing
stock in only 31 of our 169 cities and towns. That means many working families in Connecticut are
confined to a limited number of choices of municipalities, school distr:cts and communities, whether
they provide for the needs of their children or not. o :

Our lack of affordable housing opportunities in Connecticut: :

> Has contributed to the fact that we have lost more 25-34-year-old population - young, skilled,
labor pool - than any state in the nation.

» Means that empty-nesters are too often stuck in homes they neither need or can maintain — and
which are draining because of maintenance costs and property taxes.

> Makes it difficult for adult children to come home after college or grad school to live near their
families in the towns they grew up in,

> Makes it difficult for our teachers, police and firefighters to live in the communities they serve,
and our municipalities must pay premiums to purchase their services,



