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Senator Musto, Representative Tercyak and members of the Human Services Committee, my 

name is Dr. Brian Duchan. I have practiced general dentistry in Westport for thirty-four years. I 

treat HUSKY children and adults, am a member of the Board of Trustees of the Connecticut 

Foundation for Dental Outreach, and I am one of the leads on the annual CT Mission of Mercy 

event. I am also a past President of the Connecticut State Dental Association (CSDA) and 

currently serve as its Secretary-Treasurer. In addition, I volunteer every other week for a full day 

as a Clinical Instructor at UCONN’s School of Dental Medicine, where over 65% of patients are 

in the HUSKY or similar State-funded programs.  I would like to thank you for the opportunity to 

present this written testimony in opposition to HB 5616.   

 

There is no longer an access to care problem in Connecticut in regards to dentistry.  The dentists 

in this State have stepped up to the plate and are participating in record numbers.  This can be 

verified by the Department of Social Services.  Capacity is there. What remains is a utilization 

problem.  Increasing the number of providers will be an expensive lesson to learn if there is no 

increase in the number of patients seeking their services. 

 

It is important that you make your decisions with both eyes wide open.  Please disregard 

emotional appeals and listen for the facts.  Then verify those facts.  Emergency patients are not 

being turned away.  They are being seen on a timely basis.  You are being presented with a scope 

of practice bill, vaguely veiled as a solution to an access problem that no longer exists.  There 

have been no independent studies to prove that an “Advanced Dental Hygiene Practitioner” will 

make any significant difference.  And this bill disregards all other potential workforce entities, 

some which have studies that actually show their effectiveness in other States. 

 

Spend what little money you have at your disposal to hire and train individuals to work within 

their local schools to show parents the value of allowing their children to be treated in the school-

based programs already in existence.  This is where you will see the greatest jump in utilization 

and the most bang for our tax dollars. 

 

When the Surgeon General concluded that smoking causes cancer, the government did not spend 

more money to increase the number of lung surgeons.  Instead, it put its dollars to work educating 

the public about the dangers of smoking.  Prevention (through education) is the key.  Why not 

educate young parents and children in proper oral health maintenance and prevention, rather than 

pay more later on for their treatment? 

 

I appreciate your taking the time to read this testimony and would be happy to answer any 

questions. 
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