Dear Legislator '

lama Connectlcut c1tlzen who has chosen to heat my home with an outdoor wood- bummg furnace (OWF)
Below are many of the good reasons for my own investment in this type of furnace.

A o Wlth the pnce of home heatmg oil, natural gas and LPG increasing every year, heating with wood is an
economlcal optlon———those who supply their own wood can save thousands of dollars a yea1 on home,
! farmy and small business heating costs. ‘

» Heating with wood is consistent with the mdependent practices of Americans from as far back as
colonial times, Wood—a renewable resource which is plentiful in Connecticut — expresses our
collective desire to become independent from foreign imported oil.

.. Heatmg with an outdoor wood-burning furnace eliminates the risks of fires and carbon monoxide
poisoning from usmg an indoor heating system. Every year hundreds of lives are lost to fires, and carbon
monoxide poisoning from all types of indoor heating devices, Every year thousands of homes are

:damaged or destroyed by fires caused by indoor heating devices. Because an outdoor wood- burning
| . furnace is located outside the home, these very real risks are eliminated.
: "+ Heating w1th wood results in no net increase in glob'll waimmg gas emissions, while heatmg with oil
and natmal gas is a 51gn1ﬁcant source of global warming gas.. i

The State. of .Conneetlcut aheady regulates OWTFs installed prior to and installed after July 8, 2005 i m

- accordance w1th Public Act 05-227, The Act includes setbacks, chimney height and proper fuel use _
1equnements, along w1th estabhshmg requirements for “nuisance” OWF use. Central Boiler, Inc., a US 0
manufacturer:of. OWFS ‘worked with legislators on this original Act and moreover, in the last 3 leglslatwe
sessions has supported legislative efforts to add additional restrictions based upon the US EPA Ph'lse 2

. Hydronic: Heater Program Tlns is entirely reasonable and applopriate under the circumstances.

Suddenly and mstead of melely including additional restrictions, [ have been informed that under a proposed :
2011 Connectlcut Bill No 830, I will lose all my rights to use my furnace. Apparently the bill is being .
considered. because there are’ possxb]y a handful of OWF owners who may have improperly sited and are
nnplopelly using 3the1r:'furnaces in violation of current law. Also, I understand that anti-wood buuung groups
are supporting this:bill by making:broad false assertions about OWFs, exaggerating numbers of complamts

_ legalding OWFS and’ usmgunsmenhﬂc studies to support their claims. .

Ed

1 STRONGLY--U_RGE_'YOU TO OPPOSE BILL NO 8340, which will take away my right to use my OWF
, iawfully mstalled and lawfully use.

that I lawfully pmchaseds

proposed law

Smcerely, : '




