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ering Communities, Advocating Solution

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
REDUCING DISPOSABLE BAGS IN CONNECTICUT (SB 58)

An Act establishing a fee for the use of plastic and paper bags at grocery and retail
establishments.

JUSTIFICATION

Plastic bags are ubiquitous itter and often end up polluting our waterways, endangering
marine life, and clogging gutters and sewers, Each year, according to the Office of Legislative
Research, Connecticut uses approximately 400 million plastic bags. Only 0.6 percent of plastic bags
are recycled nationwide, creating the need for plastic bag reduction and recycling inifiatives.
Unfortunately many voluntary efforts to simply reduce the amount of plastic bags consumed by
shoppers have not yielded the results necessary to properly protect the environment, wildlife, and to
reduce our use of petroleum-based products, One proven alternative to disposable bags for shopping
is reusable grocery bags that many stores now offer in many shapes, colors, and styles. Reusable bags
have many benefits other than conservation of our natural resources: hold twice as many items as
conventional plastic bags, create hands free transport, do not burst under the weight of heavy items,
are inexpensive and stylish, and can be washed and used for years instead of one day. Switching to
paper bags merely switches the old problems with some new ones. The solution is to provide
incentives for reusable bags through a disposable bag fee system.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS
+ 5 cent fee on all disposable paper and plastic bags starting January 1, 2012,
» Exemptions for bags used to store produce, flowers, baked goods, meat, dry cleaning,
pharmaceutical items, and newspapers.
» Establishes a recycling initiatives account in the General Fund

Recommended Changes
CCE recommends directing the funds to existing recycling programs
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