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Envitonment Committee
Senator Edwatd Meyer, co-chaitman
Reptesentative Richatrd Roy, co-chairman

RE: HB 6262: an At Concerning the Community Investment Asconst

Testimony of Helen Higgins, Executive Ditectot, Connecticut Trust for Historic
Pieservation

My natne is Helen Higgins and Iam Executive Ditector of the Connecticut Trust for Histotic
Presetvation. The Trust is Connecticut’s non-profit statewide preservation organization, established
by Special Act of the Connecticut Genéral Assembly In 1975 (SA 93-75). It is comimitted to
protectitig and noutishing the vitality of significant buildings and landscapes thtough grants, loans;
on-site technical preservation assistance, educational programs and publications,

I am testifying in suppott of HB 6262, An Act Concerning the Community Investment
Account,

The Community Investment Act provides critical funding for historic preservation grants and
projects; as well as for affordable housing, open space protection and fatmland preservation. This

bill clatifies distribution of CIA fands to the agticultutal sector, including the dairy industey;

The Conniecticut Trustils pait ofd sttong coalition of non-profits that suppotts the Conimunity
Tnvestment Act, We all support redistribution of funds for the agriculture sector,

On hehalf of the entire preservation community, I want to thank the Environment Comimnittee for all
it hias doie through the years to suppott and protect the integtity of the Community Investment Act,

T wouild like to draw your attention to the attached one-page informationi sheet on the impact of CIA
fands:across the state. Of patticular note is that projects funded by CIA funds generate teal jobs
over 2000 to date in the affordable housing and histotic preservation sectort alonié, Added to thatis
the fact that this tevised bill will suppott daity jobs and we see that CIA is-a Job Cteatot!

Thank you again for your suppost.
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IT'S A SIMPLE EQUATION...

AGRICULTURE & DAIRY

THE
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT ACT

REAL JOBS.
REAL COMMUNITY.
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= JOBS

You know that CIA funds are used for land preservation,
historic preservation, and affordable housing...

- AFFORDABLE HOUSING

OPEN SPACE & LAND ACQUISITION

The Community Investment Act has exceeded all expectations by stimulating a distinct
economic sector - the Community Investment Sector. 200% in matching funds from
private, federal, and local sources have been raised to match the state’s CIA dollars.

A portion of every CIA dollar collected has stayed in the local community for capital
investment. The rest has provided critical funding for CIA projects in nearly every
town and city in the state.
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