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g . '. "Good Afternoon Senator Stxllman Representatlve Flelschmann and members of the Educatton Comnnttee. L
: My name is R_tchard Tanff and I am the Dtrector of EASTCONN Adult Services whxch serves 21 towns in Eastern AR
. " Connecticut, Previously, I was thie Director of the Vernon Reg10na1 Adult Edycation Program Next month I w111 e
; Jbe recogmzed as the Adult Eduoatlon leader for Connectlcut by our state orgamzauon Dee

o " ,As a Dlrector of Adult Eduoatton in Connectlcut who has been mvolved rn the Adult Credtt Dxploma Program

- (Adult High- School) since 1984 1 have ¢ concems regardmg changmg the'age of withdrawal from lugh school in Bdl

- '.".#6585 ‘when the 1 new Taw raxsmg the-withdrawal ageto 17-does riot ‘take effect until July’ 1,2011." Ini an ideal world

f " we would love to'see all students remain in high school and graduate and then proceed to successfully transmomng
B }J,mto the workforce, future trammg, college, and/or the, armed forces. Froin. my 25+ years in Adult Education, I can

: 1 i _the common reasons why students leave hlgh school

. 'shiare couritless stories as.to why students needed 1o leave ‘their high schools.- Anythmg from mcarceratxon, ot
2 .-"substance abuse famlly crisis, economics, pregnancy, bullymg, harassment and need for employment are some of

’Havmg the Supenntendent of Schools or theu‘ desxgnee be mvolved wrth the transmon of the student w1thdraw1ng |
- from high school willbe one more avenue to retain the stirdents within their h1gh school., With that said, this - .

- meeting: w111 also prov1de one more vehiclé 10 orient and transmon the. student oontemplatmg w1thdrawa1 to transfer
. "to.adult'education. In my. professxonal career as an adult educator, :we have provided thousands of studenits'the -
. opportunity of obtaining an- adult high school drploma which: allowed them to be positive role models for their

S "hlgh sehool d1ploma

)  children: Data tells us that a chtld’s odds to graduate from hlgh sohool are muoh better 1f thelr oustodtal parent has a '. Ex B

- On July 1, 2011 the law wxll change for students to w1thdraw from hlgh school to age 17 Ttis: my hope and

o 'fexpectatlon that. Btll 6585 ‘will not address’ ohangmg the age of wnhdrawal for 4 high school stident. “As explamed
. previously, theie are- many legitimate reasons why a: student may need to leave;the traditional h1gh school

ol v.contmue for our ohxldren, our economy, and our state

. Therefore, by allowmg students alternate pathways in obtamlng a lngh school dlploma IS crlttcal and needs to

e 'In order to ensure that all students have the Opportumty to recelve a lngh sohool drploma, I would suggest to you that b
. there; needs to be. multiple options in-order to achieve: this most nnportant of goals for our public.school, students AN
. 1Hope that during your drsoussxons around reglonal efﬁctenoles and: optlons that high sehool: altemattves are, -

o included in those discussions recogmzrng ‘the.nieed for alternatlves ‘within the Gonventional. highi’ schiool as Well as o
©.non-traditional pathways "As people who- care-about our students and our future workforce, I urge you 10t fo. reduce R

i ." : the optlons for students in gammg thexr lngh school credentrals

' On behalf of the thousands of student that have beneﬁted from Adult Educahon in Connectlcut I thank you for you: -

o ,‘ttme

o _.-Dlrector of Adult Sel'Vlces “ L

L ‘:Thank you for consrderatnon of my oomments and I would be happy to answer any questlons you may have '
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