Wb~

Connecticut Cruise Ship Task Force

Testimony of: Joyce O. Resnikoff
Owner, Olde Mistick Village
Mystic, CT

Testimony given: Thursday, February 17, 2011

The fabric of Southeastern Connecticut has evolved over the years — but one thing has remained
constant ~ the need to capitalize on our tourism investments.

The Connecticut Cruise Ship Task Force has made amazing strides since 2002 considering the minimat
funding it has received. Our neighboring states have annually invested millions in the attraction of and
development of the cruise ship industry. Establishing port cities as day visits to becoming embarkation
ports, these states have realized increased economic development.

The State of Connecticut has an opportunity to show the cruise ship industry that the State welcomes
and supports the development of the growth of the cruise industry in Connecticut. The state does not
have millions to invest at this time...but, the state must keep the current momentum going by passing
Raised Bill No. 6317 — an act appropriating funds for the Connecticut Cruise Ship Task Force.

As Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Cruise Ship Task Force and owner of Olde Mistick Village —a
center for tourism and retail development, | thank you for your commitment to funding this bill and
making possible development of the cruise industry in Connecticut.



