Scenalor Mayoaid, Representative Guerrera, members of the Transporlation Commillee. My name is BoObert Andrews.
1" from Preston CT and 1'm here in support of Proposed House Bill 5104 and Proposed Senate Bill§ 715, 811, and 820.

I'm a volunteer hiking trall maintainer and it was on my trai! in Volunlown, CT in 2008 that a conflronlation belween
ATV riders and a Iandowuer resolled in the landowner shooting out the tive of an ATV, The iype of environniental
damage that drove that Iandowner to a foolish and desperate act aiso caused the shutdown of o hiking trail on sate land in
Griswold, CT. The escalating enviromuental damage and the continuing conflict between ATV advocales atd those
altempting to profect public and private proper(y brings me here today (o strongly support these bills.

However, | believe that the sleps proposed in these bills, if not part of a wore comprehensive ATV program, could do
more harm than good. T these four bitls and in the seven other ATV bills proposed this year some critical issues are not
addressed.

First is that most ATV riders will absolutely refuse (o register until public trails are available,

Second is thal a DMV registration leads to a properly lax assessment. which riders say is unfair if they have no place to
ride.

A third issue is tat the cosl of building and mainigining trails will be much higher than the funds that will be raised by
even ripling or quadiupling the curreni registration fecs.

Fourtl - more than 90% of the hiking, biking, and horse (rails we now have in Corneclicut are built and maintained by
private organizations. The state is unlikely ever (o have the stafling oy expertise to build and waintain ATV or any ofher
tvpes of trails.

I have six suggestions for additions fo these bills to address this. They bave mostly 1o do with money and 1iming.

First is that any funds collecled by current or future ATV or dirt bike registration be used first (o fund completion of
Phase 11 of the Baysiate Environmental Consultants ATV siting study done for DEP last year and that any increase in the
fee for ATV registration by delayed uwntil the siting study has been completed and accepted.

Second is that for (rails on slate fand, a system of (rail user fees be instituted 1o pay for trail maintenance. This would
reduce the cost (o users who only use ATVs oul of sinte or on their own properly or for campetilion.

‘Third is that the registration system be set vpy in such a way (hat either local property taxes not be assessed or that funds in
tieu of properly laxes Ue relurned to towns where ATV facililies are locaied.

Fowrih is that any design for ATV trails be coordinated with groups such as the National OIT Higlaway Vehicle
Couservation Council or other groups with Hie expestise and experignce to do the job propeddy and that fessous feartied
from oller states with ATV programs be part of (he process, This would be similar 10 our current boat registralions.

Fiflh is that 2 way be found (o establish ATV uail or park operations withow! depleting any of the scarce resowsces of
DEP. DMV or DOT. A quick look at what is required to nxaintain places fike the Central Cyele track or the Mototown
USA (wiiose building recently coltapsed) will give you an idea of the need for heavy equipment, operators, (rail
ntonitoring, parking facilities and the like. Those three siate departments will have 1o bear some burden for registration,
administration, enforcement and operations. Buf an entire separale organization within a state department or some quasi-
public entity wilf be needed to make this work,

Sixth is that the definition of an ATV needs (o be updated. Some are larger now and the statules should alse take into
accoun( side-by-skde units and other types of off-road vehictes or we'll be back here falking about UMVs, rock-crawlers,
and olher specics of motorsporls vehicles (hat also wanl a place to go. Instead of ATV trails, think OHV trails or OHV
parks and you’ll be closing m on (he reality of (he sport.

1 wish you the best of luck in drafling legistation whether as part of these or alher ATV bills before you.

Thank you.




