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Good Morning Chairmen Maynard and Guerrera, Ranking Members Boucher and Scribner. | thank you for this
opportunity to testify. My name is Anthony Rizzolo, | am from Stratford, and I am here to offer testimony in
support of Proposed Bill # 821, AN ACT REQUIRING THE MANUFACTURER’S NUMBER ON A MOTORCYCLE TO BE
THE SAME AS THE NUMBER ON THE TAILPIPE.

The reason | am here is that, on a daily basis, for 8 months out of the year, often from sun up to sun down and
well in to the night, my family and my community are assaulted by a non-stop stream of illegally loud motorcycles
who's owners have replace the original, legal muffler, with one that exceeds the noise emissions standards set by
the State of Connecticut and the Federal Government. Clearly, something needs to be done.

The current allowable noise standards in sect 14.80 of the Connecticut General Statutes, allows for the very same
parameters as were set by the EPA and the US Congress in 1979. In addition, every motorcycle manufactured or
sold in the US must meet those federal requirements and are shown to do so with an embossed label on the
muffler with a matching label on the motorcycle, verifying that the muffler is legal and proper for the model of
motorcycle. Under current Federal law it is illegal to remove that muffier and replace it with one that does not
bear the matching label. Under current Connecticut state law, it is illegal to remove any legal muffler and replace
it with one that is effectively louder than the original. This bill will be a logical extension of the laws already in
place and will make it easier for Law Enforcement to prove non-compliance by avoiding the need for inaccurate
and easily defeated decibel testing and subjective judgment. Mufflers are mechanical devices and their efficacy,
upon manufacture, should be clearly stated on the product.

Our current problem with illegally loud motorcycles is the result of the fact that very few aftermarket mufflers
meet EPA and Connecticut noise standards, yet they meet the requirement of having a “functioning” muffler. For
this reason, the wording in the proposed law that states “provided legal aftermarket pipes that do not exceed
state decibel limits shall not disqualify such cycle from the issuance of such sticker or plate,” should be looked at
more carefully. Currently the only logical way to determine legality of an aftermarket muffler is the presence of
the EPA label. Most aftermarket mufflers do not have the label, mainly because they were engineered to be
louder than stock and to amplify noise. If this phrase is left vague and the EPA tabel requirement is waived, then
there will be no impact on this problem whatsoever, and the wholesale disregard for the law will continue.

Many in the Biking community might say that this is unfair because it fimits their selection of mufflers to only
stock parts. This would be wrong. Currently, Vance and Hines, BUB Enterprises, Crusher Muffler and Harley
Davidson all offer aftermarket EPA certified products and S&S makes a certified slip on muffler. With the recent
passage of the EPA Label standard in California, the number of manufacturers making compliant mufflers is sure
to increase, given that the majority of aftermarket manufacturers are based in California and California has the
largest number of motorcycles of any State. |

With further revision, | urge passage of this bill in order to protect the fundamental rights of citizens to live in
their homes and on their properties in the reasonable and legal peace promised them by law.




