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Proposed H.B. 6178
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF TRAFFIC CAMERAS BY MUNICIPALITIES

Proposed H.B. 6179
AN ACT AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES TO OPERATE INTERSECTION SAFETY
CAMERA SYSTEMS

Proposed S.B. 706
AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL INTERSECTION SAFETY SYSTEMS

Proposed S.B. 822
AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
TECHNOLOGY

The Department of Motor Vehicles appreciates the opportunity to provide its thoughts
on these proposed bills. There are several issues of concern to the agency.

The first issue pertains to the fact that over the years, primarily as a revenue
enhancement, Connecticut has issued the same registration plate number muttiple
times. This is because there are 44 different class codes for vehicle registrations, a
number of which could use the same plate number. While the most common are
passenger plates, there are myriad others, such as combinations, commercials,
motorcycles, campers and livery to name just a few: Unless there is an adequate way
for these systems to read and identify the actual type of plate on the vehicle in question,
there will be problems. Typically, these systems defauit to the passenger plate and the
owner of record for that plate is the one sent the infraction notice. Thus, a person may
receive this notice even though it was not in fact his/her vehicle involved. We have seen
multiple instances of this probiem in areas in which this technology has been installed
such as New York City. The onus is then on an innocent person to correct this problem.
This often involves interaction with DMV, even though our role in the process was
nothing more than providing registry information.

With resources at a premium and several large IT initiatives underway, DMV is
concerned about what would be required on our part to help enable this program. If
there are significant programming and/or other requirements on DMV's part, it is
unrealistic to assume that changes can be accomplished with currently available
resources. There are proposals to split revenues generated by this program between
the municipalities and the State’s General Fund. However, those will not address the
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issue of DMV's resources since its primary funding source is the Special Transportation
Fund.

The DMV is concerned about the confidentiality of personal data related to registration
information. Those issues would have to be carefully reviewed to ensure that
appropriate safeguards are maintained.

DMV questions the capabilities of its current technology systems to suppoit such a
program. While we expect the new systems that are being buiit as part of DMV’s
Modernization Project will be real-time and will have the capability to allow for
programming and other changes to address issues that arise, these new systems will
not be available for at least another year.

Finally, bills 706 and 6179 authorize the passage of ordinances for a violation captured
on a camera system, and that violation is required to be posted to the operator's driver
history. The DMV has no system in place through which it would be able to receive and
post ordinance violations, and for the reasons previously stated, does not have the
resources or technology to build such a system.
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Re:

Proposed S.B. No. 706 AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL INTERSECTION SAFETY SYSTEMS.
Proposed S.B. No. 822 AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT
TECHNOLOGY.

Proposed H.B. No. 6178 AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF TRAFFIC CAMERAS BY
MUNICTPALITIES.

Proposed H.B. No. 6179 AN ACT AUTHORIZING MUNICIPALITIES TO OPERATE INTERSECTION
SAFETY CAMERA SYSTEMS.

Dear Senator Maynard, Representative Guerrera and members of the Transportation Commiitee,
['write to you today to respectfully request your support for Intersection Safety Systems.

Like most Connecticut municipalities, New Haven faces serious problems with speeding, dangerous driving and
the ruming of red lights. Driving behaviors in our city have degraded to such a degree that it is threatening the

safety of our streets, keeping our children from playing outside and significantly reducing our quality of life as
drivers, walkers and cyclists.

The most frequent complain I receive from my constituents is of speeding and dangerous driving. When nearly
every resident (and I do not exaggerate) believes their quality of life and safety are effected by dangerous driving
and red light running in our neighborhoods, it is imperative that our local and state governmental bodies do their
utmost to correct the problem.

There are those that have expressed concerns about the implementation side of intersection safety cameras. Will
the cameras invade our privacy? Are they a scheme to raise money? Will they profile particular individuals?
These are important concerns to address. But we, as policy makers must underscore that details cannot preclude us
from moving forward policies that will greatly improve the safety of our neighborhoods. Let us roll up our sleeves

and craft the act to address these concerns. Let us not let these details prevent us from shouldering our greater
duty.






I ask you to give New Haven and other municipalities the tools to appropriately and fairly enforce the law by
allowing Connecticut municipalities to install and implement Intersection Safety Systems. In a time when our state
and municipalities are deep in budgetary crises, facing sacrifice after sacrifice, I urge you to seize this opportunity
to move forward something positive and improve the safety of our neighborhoods and our state.

Sincerely,

gmtmm

JUSTIN ELICKER
Alderman, 10" Ward






