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When the registration sticker was moved to the front windshield, a move which was not
widely supported amongst Connecticut Police Departments, the enforcement of expired
registrations declined. As police officers learned how to position themselves so as to be
able to better observe the windshield sticker, we were able to improve our ability to
enforce this statute. At the very least, a police officer could look for the absence of that
windshield sticker as an indication that the vehicle was not properly registered.

Last year, when Motor Vehicles made the decision to eliminate all vehicle registration
stickers, law enforcement lost all ab111ty to eas1ly 1dent1fy unreglstered motor vehicles
traveling upon our roadways R S :

Once again, our enforcement numbeis went down in dlrect proportlon to our inability to
identify these. veh1cles Along with that decrease in enforcement comes a decrease in
assoc1ated revenue from v101atlons and a decrease in veh1eles on grand hsts

Law enforcement routmely and successfully utilizes: notor vehlcle enf01cem_ nt as a tool
to reduce ¢ ‘_n_n_nal activity. Many criminals switch plates on cars'to. aV01d:: detect1on by
the_.poh_ce_,_ 1d the absence of any reglstrat:on sticker just makes that easier to- :

€ rear plate m the center with the exp1rat10n year and plate n
I-have a sample w1th me here today e
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In closing, registration stickers were developed and utilized for one user’s group (if you
will} — police officers. The vehicle owner or operator really has no use for them and
Motor Vehicles, once issued, never sees them again. They were developed for us — for
police officers to be able to easily identify those vehicles which should not be on the
road, thus making our highways safer for all.

Please help us by reinstating the registration sticker requirement.

" Respectfully Submitted, . -

"“‘Douglas S. Fuchs
Chief of Police
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